SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  HISTORICAL 
LIBRARY  AND  ARCHIVES 
Nashvijte,  Tennessee 

0  8  loor*^ 


Z'CO’as* 

3>OOOW 

cn-cox 
i  hoz 
<0101 
waniruz 

T3Zh< 

rnm  o 

X191 

n>o 

rma* 

JJSO 

cn  *> 

HI  X 
-  X 

cncn  ►-* 

HHHOm 
ZTCOX 
Xcj 
I  X 

Nionoo 

fUf-*J>HC 

o  rzH 
'j  m 
;  cn 
to  oo» 
o*  o  i 
w  ooto 
O 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Crisis  leader  undergoes  own  trial  by  fire 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  nine  pints  of  blood  were 
Brooks  Faulkner  has  learned  required  to  replace  and  main- 
toe  hard  way  that  personal  suf-  tain  toe  eight  pints  his  body 
fering  can  make  people  more  normally  contained, 
sensitive  to  others  pain.  If  that  were  not  enough,  he 

Trim  and  youthful  for  his  62  developed  an  irregular  heart- 
years,  Faulkner  is  known  by  his  beat.  Not  only  did  he  have  two 
colleagues  at  the  Sunday  ulcers  cauterized,  but  heart 
School  Board  of  toe  Southern  surgery  was  in  his  immediate 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  as  Future.  A  delay  of  eight  days  to 
the  leader  of  a  personal  devel-  build  his  strength  preceded 
opment  program  for  church  quadruple  bypass  surgery, 
staff  people,  LeaderCare,  which  After  recovering  at  home,  he 
includes  crisis  help.  returned  to  work  but  did  not 

He  is  athletic,  a  longtime  regain  his  stamina. 

Ratron  of  the  Downtown  "For  two  to  three  months,  I 
Jashville  YMCA  who  often  felt  like  a  zombie,"  he  said, 
plays  basketball  as  a  part  of  his  Back  in  the  hospital,  he  had  a 

health  regime.  Typically  he  has  faulty  gall  bladder  removed, 
worked  almost  a  full  business  All  the  while,  he  was  being 
day  by  the  time  he  goes  to  the  Y  treated  for  kidney  stones, 
during  lunch.  In  the  midst  of  his  own  dis- 

Less  than  a  year  ago  the  comfort,  Faulkner's  wife  had 
tables  turned  when  he  was  both  legs  run  over  by  her  own 

■  forced  to  be  automobile  in  a  freak  accident, 
the  receiver 
instead  of  toe 
giver  of  help. 

In  his  hotel 
room  in  Dallas 
during  toe 
1997  SBC 

annual  meet¬ 
ing,  Faulk-ner 
became  con- 
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mal  physical  stamina,  but  the 
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to  others'  needs. 

"Before  I  became  so  ill,  I  had  NBV  UNDERSTANDING  —  Brooks  Faulkner  (right)  enjoys  a  game  of 
heard  the  same  stories  over  and  basketball  with  Adam  Noll,  managing  director  of  the  Downtown  YMCA 
over  ...  'the  church  doesn't  like  'n  Nashville,  Tenn.  Health  crises  in  Faulkner's  life  have  made  him  more 
me,  the  deacons  are  after  me.'  I  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  his  peers.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


unable  to  You  may  have  heard  it  a 
attend  ses-  ber  of  times,"  he  said 

sions  of  the  convention,  he  crises  church  staff  expei 
agreed  at  toe  urging  of  col-  "but  for  those  who  cafl  u 
leagues  to  return  to  Nashville.  toe  first  time  for  them. 

By  the  time  his  daughter  met  "Being  critically  ill  m 
him  at  the  airport  in  Nashville,  human  being  out  of  m« 
he  had  to  be  placed  in  a  wheel-  declared.  "Now  I  hear  witl 
chair  to  get  to  her  car.  passion  and  love.  Paramo 

At  a  local  hospital,  his  doc-  my  thinking  since  last  June 
tor  sent  him  immediately  to  providence  of  God.  He  car 
critical  care.  Bleeding  ulcers  us  more  aware  of  what  is 
had  left  him  so  depleted  that  on  around  us." 


ment  resources,  wellness 
information,  or  other  non- 
emergency  LeaderCare  services 
may  call  (615)  251-2265. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


‘ Nothing  Sacred'  cancelled 


Sullivan  si 


Warren  County  Baptists  act  to  remove  triple  X-rated  videos  from 


P)  —  Ultimately,  there  was  "Nothing  Sacred" 
of  the  ABC  drama  about  a  Catholic  priest, 
opped  from  the  Disney-owned  network's  fall 
ig  to  news  reports  May  19. 

?nW“ '  1  TWday  night 


v-wuiuy  uajjuaia  ati  iu  remove  mpie  A-rateu  videos  from  seven 
area  video  rental  stores.  A  resolution  sent  to  all  association  churches  asks 
Baptists  to  express  to  store  owners  their  opposition  to  the  videos  .  If  that 
is  not  effective,  Warren  County  Baptists  say  they  will  consider  a  boycott. 


Reconci 


debuts 


Richard  A.  (Dick)  Brogan  is  elected  president  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
Seminary  in  Jackson.  Trustees  elect  Brogan  to  succeed  T.  B.  Brown,  who  is 
taking  disability  retirement  effective  June  8.  The  seminary  is  a  joint  effort 
of  National  Baptists  and  Southern  Baptists. 


mg  many  news- 
tea  to  the  least- 
and  was  pulled 


churches 


prompted  ABC  to  move  it  to 
nd  then  9  p.m„  during  which 
the  show  numerous  times. 


.convene 


One  of  the  most  memorable  speeches  of  the  1948  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Memphis  is  Mississippi  youth  leader  Chester  Swor's  force- 


An  Orwellian  hero  for  our  day 
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Jtnagine  for  a  moment  that  a  person 
you've  never  met  secretly  took  your  13- 
year-old  daughter  out  of  state  for  elec¬ 
tive  surgery  without  your  consent.  Imagine 
further  that  when  your  daughter  began 
bleeding  uncontrollably  on  the  return  trip, 
this  total  stranger  shoved  her  out  of  the  car 
and  left  her  to  die  on  the  side  of  the  road. 

Lastly,  imagine  yourself  sitting  by  the 
telephone  awaiting  the  dreaded  call,  “This 
is  the  state  police.  About  your  daughter  ..." 

If  you  can  picture  that  in  your  mind,  you 
have  a  good  grasp  of  the  real-life  night¬ 
mare  in  which  Joyce  Fairley  found 
—  herself  when  her  daughter  Crystal 
disappeared  in  1995.  Wnat  you  may 
find  hard  to  believe,  however,  is 
that  the  behavior  of  the  stranger  is 
being  defended  as  a  noble  act. 

Joyce  Fairley  told  her  story 
before  two  congressional  commit¬ 
tees  on  May  20-21.  It's  a  twisted 
tale,  devoid  of  logic  but  appropriate 
in  a  sick  way  for  the  time  in  which 
we  live.  Here's  the  short  version. 

Rosa  Hartford  took  young  Crystal 
from  her  Pennsylvania  home  one  day 
„  in  1995  and  headed  by  car  to  nearby 
New  York.  Crystal,  barely  13  years  of 
Tj.  age,  was  pregnant  by  Hartford's  18- 
J  *  year-old  stepson,  Michael  Kilmer. 

Crystal's  home  state  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  has  a  parental  consent  law, 
whereby  minors  must  obtain  permission 
from  a  parent  or  judge  before  an  abortion 
can  be  performea.  Tne  State  of  New  York 
has  no  such  law,  so  any  minor  can  get  an 
abortion  with  no  questions  asked. 

That  was  the  situation  in  which  Crystal 
unwillingly  found  herself.  Pressured  by  her 
predatory  boyfriend  and  his  calculating  step¬ 
mother,  Crystal  agreed  to  secretly  accompa¬ 
ny  Hartford  to  New  York  for  an  abortion. 
However,  the  plan  went  terribly  wrong 


on  the  way  back  to  'Pennsylvania,  j 
When  Crystal  began  bleeding  from 
the  botched  abortion,  1  lartford  pan¬ 
icked  and  put  her  out  of  the  car  thir¬ 
ty  miles  from  home.  Crippled  by 
severe  pain  and  bleeding  ever  more 
profusely.  Crystal  could  only  await 
ner  fate  on  the  dirty,  lonely  roadside. 

Thankfully,  Crystal  was  discov¬ 
ered  in  time  to  save  her  life  and  be 
reunited  with  her  mother.  Kilmer 
was  convicted  of  statutory  rape. 
Hartford  was  found  guilty  of  inter¬ 
ference  with  the  custody  of  a  minor 
but  saw  her  conviction  overturned. 

In  response  to  the  proppsed 
Child  Custody  Act  now  working  its 
way  through  Congress,  which 
would  prohibit  people  from  stealing 
children  from  their  homes  for  secret 
abortions,  pro-abortion  forces  find 
themselves  defending  Hartford  in  a 
way  only  they  can  understand. 

*It's  just  another  example  of  try¬ 
ing  to  tighten  access  to  abortions," 
said  Shelia  Moore,  director  of  Pro- 
Choice  Mississippi,  in  the  May  31 
edition  of  The  Clarion-Ledger 
newspaper. 

Incredibly,  Moore  goes  on  in  the  news¬ 
paper  article  to  say  that  most  children  the 
Act  would  protect  have  been  having  sex 
with  their  fathers  and  can't  talk  to  them 
about  parental  consent,  anyway. 

In  the  same  article,  Lisa  Gerard,  director  of 
the  Fairmount  Center  abortion  clinic  in 
Dallas  —  Texas  being  the  closest  state  to 
Mississippi  without  a  parental  consent  law 
—  echoed  Moore's  comments. 

"This  is  just  one  more  way  to  open  the 
door  for  minors  to  seek  illegal  abortions," 
Gerard  said,  adding  that  underground 
abortion  mills  will  spring  up  if  me  Act 
passes.  That's  a  remarkable  statement,  con¬ 
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sidering  Crystal's  perfectly  legal  "above- 
ground’'  abortion  nearly  killed  her. 

This  is  indeed  an  interesting  day  in 
which  to  be  alive.  A  minor  child  can  be  sus¬ 
pended  for  bringing  aspirin  to  school  with¬ 
out  parents'  permission,  but  that  same 
child  can  travel  hundreds  of  miles  for  a 
dangerous  medical  procedure  without  par¬ 
ents7  permission  or  even  their  knowledge. 

A  total  stranger  can  heroically  make  all 
manner  of  life-cnanging  decisions  for  other 
people's  children  and  not  be  held  account¬ 
able,  because  those  children  have  likely 
been  having  sex  with  their  fathers. 

My  apologies  to  George  Orwell.  He  was 
right  all  along  about  "Newspeak." 
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We  almost  tripped  over  our 
own  flag  as  a  result  of  a  civil 
lawsuit  filed  on  November  23, 
1979,  by  two  seniors  at 
Harvard  Law  School  com¬ 
plaining  that  the  army  chap- 


Her  name  is  Mary  Scott  Street 
—  my  two-year-old  grand¬ 
daughter.  Recently,  "Podner"  (our 
nickname  for  each  other)  spent  the 
better  part  of  a  week  with  her 
paternal  grandparents. 

Each  morning  she  would 
accompany  me  to  post  die  flag  of 
our  country  and  say,  "Good  morn¬ 
ing,  flag!"  Each  evening  when  we 
would  retrieve  the  flag  she  would 
say,  "flood  nip-ht  flair!1 


Guest  Opinion 


Celebrating  ou 
religious  Itbert 

By  James  W.  Street,  pastor 
Calvary  Church ,  Jackson 


religion  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof." 

The  passage  of  almost  two  centuries  of 
national  existence,  coupled  with  the  stu¬ 
dents'  law  suit,  clarified  and  codified 
chaplains  as  the  military's  primary  agents 
for  ensuring  free  exercise  of  belief  for  all 
who  serve  or  served  in  the  proud  uni¬ 
forms  of  their  country. 

This  concept  —  assuring  the  free  exer¬ 
cise  of  religion  —  was  to  be  revived  in  the 
1980's  as  the  unique  and  principal  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  military  chaplain  and  became 
the  major  thrust  in  tne  chaplaincy's 
defense  in  the  suit  brought  by  the  students. 

On  January  16,  1986,  the  students 
dropped  the  case  and  it  was  dismissed 
without  prejudice.  All  chaplains  and  oth¬ 
ers  interested  in  the  free  exercise  of  reli¬ 
gion  for  all  Americans,  including  brave 
women  and  men  in  the  uniform  of  our 
armed  forces,  must  ever  remain  vigilant. 

Then  someday  if  Mary  Scott  Street,  my 
"Podner,"  chooses  to  wear  the  uniform  of 
our  country,  she  will  have  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  worship,  salute  the  flag,  ana  defend 
our  country  —  One  Nation,  Under  God! 

James  Watkins  Street  is  a  Colonel  and 
State  Area  Command  Chaplain  in  the 
Mississippi  Army  National  Guard. 


I  recount  that  to  tell  you  how 
important  the  Stars  and  Stripes  are  to  me. 
You  see,  on  4  June  1967, 1  was  sworn  in  as 
a  chaplain  in  the  Mississippi  Army 
National  Guard  and  will  spend  Religious 
Liberty  Sunday  at  Camp  Shelby  leading 
public  worship  at  Greer  Chapel. 

So,  for  thirty-one  years  I  have  been 
most  cognizant  of  the  constitutional  guar¬ 
antee  or  the  right  to  worship  as  one  sees 
fit,  as  long  as  one  doesn't  abridge  the  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  of  another.  This  particular 
liberty  is  one  of  the  deep  meanings  of  the 
flag  of  our  nation. 

The  motto  of  the  Army  chaplaincy  is  pro 
deo  et  patria,  for  God  and  Country!  Alas, 
there  nave  been  times  when  Americans 
have  not  always  been  on  God's  side.  When 
that  happens  we  betray  all  that  for  which 
the  American  flag  stands. 

After  John  Wilkes  Booth  shot  presi¬ 
dent  Lincoln,  he  leaped  to  the  stage  from 
the  president's  box.  Ironically,  he  caught 
his  spur  in  the  middle  of  his  jump  and 
broke  his  leg. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  what  tripped 
him?  He  tripped  on  the  American  flag! 
Whenever  we  are  embarrassed  as  a  nation, 
it  is  generally  because  we  have  tripped  on 
our  own  flag. 
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Sullivan:  Baptists  must  understand  polity 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A  request  to  state  conventions  uniting  to  form  the  SBC. 
define  the  word  "polity"  likely  would  elicit  "Every  Baptist  body  is  autonomous  and 
blank  stares  from  many  Southern  Baptists.  self-governing,"  Sullivan  emphasized  in  an 
Understanding  polity  and  how  it  works  interview.  "With  a  democratic  process  you 
in  their  churches  and  denomination  is  must  have  checks  and  balances." 
something  James  L.  Sullivan  hopes  to  In  another  area,  he  said  some  mistaken- 
change  through  a  revised  edition  of  his  ly  believe  the  SBC  controls  its  institutions 
book,  "Baptist  Polity  As  I  See  It,"  being  by  making  or  withholding  allocations  from 
released  in  June  by  the  Southern  Baptist  the  Cooperative  Program  (CP). 

Sunday  School  Board's  (BSSB)  Broadman  "CP  funds  are  for  support,  not  control," 
&  Holman  Publishers.  Sullivan  writes.  "Therefore,  if  correction 

Sullivan,  88,  former  Southern  Baptist  needs  to  be  made  in  a  Baptist  institution  or 
Convention  (SBC)  president  and  also  BSSB  agency,  the  best  way  to  accomplish  the 
president  for  22  years,  is  widely  considered  desired  change  is  through  contact  with  the 
to  be  the  SBC's  elder  statesman.  He  is  a  agency  president  or  chairman  of  trustees 
native  of  Tylertown.  and  not  through  seeking  to  adjust  CP  funds 

"Southern  Baptist  polity  is  essentially  or  gifts  given  to  support  that  institution." 
our  Southern  Baptist  way  of  doing  things.  In  the  chapter  cm  the  recent  SBC  restruc- 
Sullivan  writes  in  the  introduction  to  his  turing  whicn  reduced  the 
book.  The  first  edition  was  published  in  number  of  national  entities  I  Til  0 
1983  from  lectures  he  delivered  at  Southern  from  19  to  12,  Sullivan  pie-  I 
Baptist  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.  dieted  implementation  of  the  I 

The  1998  edition  has  been  updated  to  changes  "should  help  us  I 
include  the  denominational  restructuring,  move  toward  greater  unity!  &A-& 
"Covenant  for  a  New  Century,"  and  rewrit-  and  accomplishments." 
ten  in  a  more  readable  style  which  Sullivan  However,  he  wrote  that  I 
hopes  will  draw  a  wider  readership.  taking  more  time  to  develop  I  ,  bc-ir 


iVorli 


Sullivan  believes  Southern  Baptists  need  the  plan  and  communicate  its 
to  understand  not  only  what  they  do,  but  goals  might  have  enhanced 
why.  For  example,  why  does  a  church  vote  understanding  and  support, 
at  the  end  of  a  service  to  receive  people  into  "Had  there  been  opportu- 


Mississippi  Baptists  m  carrying  out  our  mission  of  bringing 

you  know.  Dr.  Causey  has  announced  his  retirement  effective 

have  given  the  MBCB  executive  committee  die  responsibility  of  sub- 
to  you  a  nominee  for  your  election  as  executive  director. 

relieve  that  God  has  invited  us  to  work  with _ 

recommend  the  person  he  has  chosen  for  this  ■■■■■& 

assignment  will  require  faith  and  action.  If  we  I  * 

ey  God,  his  will  shall  be  accomplished.  Would 

ase  pray  daily  for  each  member  of  the  executive  ■&*  *'""’  '  1  m 

tee?  jj&l  ^ 

are  invited  to  submit  to  us,  in  writing,  the  HSi, 

iddress^and  telephone  number  of  any  person 

Ji  n 


its  membership?  nity  for  greater  discussion 

"We  do  this  because  we  have  a  congre-  between  the  Executive 
Rational  form  of  government,"  he  writes.  Committee,  the  Program  and 
This  forces  us  to  let  the  congregation  Structure  Study  Committee 
express  itself  in  this  matter  so  that  we  have  and  the  state  conventions,  it 
a  knowledge  of  what  the  congregation  would  have  been  easier  to 
thinks.  The  vote  taken  is  not  literally  for  the  implement  the  actions  and 
purpose  of  voting  people  into  the  church,  bring  about  the  changes 
Rather,  it  expresses  a  congregation's  desired  for  maximum  efficien- 
impression  about  the  qualification  of  the  cy  in  making  the  covenant 
candidate  for  membership  in  the  body."  come  to  pass  more  rapidly  as 
In  his  book,  Sullivan  relies  on  experience  dreamed  by  our  denomina- 
gained  from  72  years  of  preaching  as  well  tion,"  Sullivan  writes, 
as  observations  from  his  leadership  roles  as  "Circumstances  perhaps 
pastor,  trustee,  agency  head  and  SBC  presi-  made  it  necessary  to  move 
dent.  Chapters  address  forces  that  shaped  more  quickly,"  he  told 
polity,  the  trustee  system,  the  annual  SBC  Baptist  Press, 
meeting,  financing  SBC  ministries,  and  Sullivan  said  he  opted  for 
areas  needing  attention  and  improvement.  a  personal  approach  in  his 
Outlining  least-understood  areas  of  wnting  to  "candidly  express 
Southern  Baptist  polity,  Sullivan  repeated  my  own  viewpoints  and 
from  the  first  edition  of  his  book  12  com-  opinions  and  be  personally 
mon  misunderstandings  of  beliefs  and  accountable  for  them." 
methods,  fie  begins  with  the  mistaken  per-  "Where  weaknesses  still 
ception  of  many  that  the  denomination  is  exist  in  Baptist  polity,  or  where 
hierarchical  in  nature,  with  churches  unit-  there  is  lack  of  knowledge  or 
ing  to  form  associations,  associations  join-  disregard  for  principles  under 
ing  forces  to  form  state  conventions  and  whicn  Southern  Baptists  are 
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Reconciliation  song  premiered  in  Baldwyn 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


"I  started  by 

_  focusing  on  the 

music,  and  decid- 
rient  ed  I  wanted  some- 
and  thing  easily  sung 
but  with  a  mes¬ 
sage.  1  wanted  an 
arrangement  that 
a  large  choir  with 
a  large  orchestra 
could-  sing,  or  a 
small  group  with 
a  piano  could 
sin&,"  she  said. 

Fant  worked 
with  arranger  Dan 
of  the  Goeller  in  Nash- 
~r  praying 
the  song 


Dan  Goeller  was  premiered  May  Zb  during 
a  Celebration  of  Reconciliation  at  the  Mt. 
Zion  Community  Church  in  Baldwyn. 

“It  all  started  in  the  fall  of  last  year, 
when  Richard  (Brogan)  asked  my  husband 
and  me  to  help  in  a  reconciliation  confer¬ 
ence,"  Fant  recalled. 

Brogan  is  the  consultant  in  the  Mission 
Extension  and  Associational 

Administration  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  who 
focuses  on  relationships  with  African 
American  churches.  Fant  and  her  husband 
Gene  are  longtime  friends  of  Brogan  and 
his  wife  Kitty. 

"Richard  also  asked  me  if  I  would  write 
a  song  about  racial  reconciliation.  1  told 
him  that  when  I  did  a  song  on  a  specific 
theme,  I  needed  everything  I  could  get 
about  the  subject,"  she  said. 


ville.  After 
about  it,  w 

came  together. 

"The  first  part 

of  the  song  is  WORKING  ON  RECONCILIATION  —  Roberta  Matthews  (left)  and 

H  °UiLhfCOnCrI5l  Chaney  Dalrymple  (center)  share  bread  with  J.  C.  Prather,  Prentiss 
non  oetween  yoa  Association  director  of  missions,  at  the  Celebration  of  Reconciliation  at 

the  fmmdationSfor  Mt-  Zion  Community  Church  near  Baldwyn.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 

all  reconciliation.  The  opportunity  to  write  a  song  about 

"In  the  bridge,  I  began  dealing  with  the  reconciliation  seemed  the  natural  result  of 
problem  of  reconciliation  between  people,"  a  life  time  of  ministry, 
she  said.  She  hopes  the  song  helps  promote  rec- 

The  song  ends  with  a  subtle  but  important  onciliation  among  the  races.  In  the  dedica- 
change  in  the  words.  The  first  time  through,  tion,  Fant  wrote: 

the  words  are,  "Reconciled,  reconciled,  I  am  The  choral  arrangement  is  dedicated  in  partic- 
reconciled  .  .  On  the  repeat  after  the  ular  to  racial  reconciliation  and  to  all  the  faithful, 
bridge,  it  is  changed  to,  "Reconciled,  recon-  godly  leaders  and  followers  of  racial  reconcilia- 
riled,  we  are  reconciled  . . ."  tion,  both  present  and  those  who  walked  before  us. 

"Reconciliation  must  also  be  among  "What  we  are  doing  now  will  set  the  pace 
Christians  themselves,"  Fant  observed.  '1  for  the  future,  "  she  said.  "I  am  so  thnlled 
wanted  the  song  to  start  with  our  relation-  because  in  1998  I  was  blessed  with  three 
ship  with  God  and  end  with  Christians  rec-  grandchildren. 

onciled  to  each  other."  "My  grandchildren  remind  me  of  our 

For  the  song's  premier,  the  Mt.  Olive  need  to  continue  what  our  forefathers,  who 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  choir  of  had  a  heart  for  reconciliation,  have  done. 
Hattiesburg  was  selected.  Tito  Lanier  is  the  Some  lost  their  lives  and  jobs.  Are  we  will- 
director.  ingto  risk  the  journey?" 

"I  wrote  the  song  as  a  gospel  song,  but  I  The  song  ^Reconciled"  will  have  its 
also  wanted  a  little  oit  of  black  gospel  in  it.  Tennessee  premier  at  the  Mona  Faith 
I  told  Tito  that  he  could  adapt  it  some,"  she  Gospel  Jubilee  on  June  19  at  the  Texas 
said.  He  did.  Troubadour  Theater  in  Nashville. 

The  Mt.  Olive  choir  and  instrumentalist  For  more  information  on  that  perfor- 
presented  a  pulsating  song  of  power  and  mance,  call  (615)  885-0028.  Copies  of  the 


CHOIR  AND  COMPOSER 
TOGETHER  —  Members  of  the 
Mt.  Olive  M.B.  Church 
Ensemble  meet  with  the  com¬ 
poser  of  the  song  "Reconciled," 
at  Mt.  Zion  Community  Church 
in  Baldwyn.  On  the  front  row, 
from  left  are:  Mona  Faith,  com¬ 
poser;  Dian  Dennis,  Viettia 
Roche,  and  Tito  Lanier,  choir 
director.  On  the  back  row,  from 
left  are:  Jerry  Washington,  Cindi 
Henry,  Cody  Sharod  Hull, 
Brandone  Abrams,  Jackie 
Crawford,  Wanda  Hardy,  Gloria 
Brown,  and  Geraldine  Jackson. 
(Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


Grahams  discuss  father-to-son  ministry  transition 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (BP)  gelist  for  his  evangelistic  asso-  the  prayers  of  Christians  and  going  to  be  different  when  Billy 
—  Billy  Graham  acknowledged  ciation  for  "as  long  as  1  have  strength  from  God.  Graham  retires  and  Franklin 

his  days  as  an  evangelist  are  the  strength."  When  he  is  no  When  asked  what  one  mes-  takes  over  preaching  responsi- 
numbered,  but  he  expressed  his  longer  able,  Billy  Graham  con-  sage  he  wanted  to  leave  with  bilities  at  major  crusades, 
confidence  in  his  named  succes-  tinued,  "I'm  going  to  step  aside  New  Mexico  during  his  visit.  Not  only  was  the  effort 
sor,  his  son,  Franklin  Graham.  and  let  Franklin  take  over.  Billy  Graham  answered,  "God  called  a  "festival,"  both  father 

Billy  and  Franklin  Graham  "Franklin's  a  far  better  loves  them."  and  son  showed  up  Friday 

faced  reporters  during  a  news  preacher  than  I  am  now,"  his  The  only  question  that  night  in  denim  ana  leather 
conference  at  the  University  of  father  said.  "Maybe  I'm  a  little  seemed  to  sniff  out  a  controver-  coats  and  blue  jeans,  with 
New  Mexico  arena.  The  Pit,  in  bit  better  known,  but  he  is  sial  answer  was  one  asked  of  Franklin  wearing  a  ball  cap. 
Albuquerciue  May  8,  in  the  becoming  known  in  various  Franklin  Graham.  When  he  Even  the  use  of  the  invitation 
midst  of  New  Mexico  Festival  parts  of  tne  world."  takes  over  for  his  father,  he  was  hymn  that  has  followed  Billy 

'98  featuring  the  preaching  of  Billy  Graham  said  one  rea-  asked,  would  he  get  involved  in  Graham's  sermons  for  decades, 
Franklin  Graham  Mav  6-8  and  son  he  believes  the  transition  politics?  He  .replied  he  had  no  "Just  As  I  Am,"  was  jettisoned 
Billv  Graham  May  9-tO.  will  go  so  well  is  that  he  and  his  desire  to  get  involved  in  politics,  during  the  week  in  favor  of  the 

Franklin  Graham,  45,  Jvas  been  son  Delieve  and  preach  the  but  if  a  politician  asks  for  spin-  more  contemporary-sounding 
named  by  the  board  of  the  Billy  same  thing  —  that  Jesus  Christ  tual  advice,  he  would  give  it.  "Come  Just  As  You  Are." 
Graham  Evangelistic  Association  is  the  only  way  to  God.  Franklin  Graham  said  he  This  year,  Franklin  Graham 

as  his  79-year-old  father's  succes-  Acknowledging  some  peo-  hopes  that  the  benevolent  orga-  has  conducted  other  festivals  in 

sor,  when  the  elder  Graham  pie  consider  that  viewpoint  nization  he  now  heads,  Australia,  Peru,  and 
allows  his  son  to  take  over.  ’'narrow,"  he  noted  it  is  what  Samaritan's  Purse,  will  eventu-  Charlottesville,  Va.  He  will  lead 

When  will  that  be?  Billy  the  Bible  says.  ally  become  "the  passion  min-  one  in  Greenvilie,  N.C.,  in 

Graham  said  he  will  retire  For  the "  time  being,  Billy  istry"  of  the  Billy  Graham  September. 

"when  the  Lord  retires  me."  Graham  is  still  preaching  the  Evangelistic  Association.  Billy  Graham  is  scheduled  to 

Indicating  he  did  not  expect  gospel.  He  said  he  feels  a  little  The  five-day  evangelistic  conduct  major  crusades  this 
that  day  to  be  too  far  in  the  weak  when  he  stands  nowa-  effort,  which  yielded  nearly  year  in  Ottawa,  Ontario, 
future,  ne  affirmed  his  commit-  days,  but  the  moment  he  puts  6,000  decisions  for  Christ,  gave  Canada,  in  June  and  Tampa, 
ment  to  continue  as  head  evan-  his  hands  on  the  pulpit,  he  feels  every  indication  that  things  are  Fla.,  in  October. 
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Attorney:  screening  volunteers  is  a  must 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A 
Southern  Baptist  youth  pastor  in 
Florida  is  convicted  of  sexually 
molesting  12  boys.  Enraged  parents 
sue  the  church  and  receive  a  $4.2  mil¬ 
lion  judgment  —  four  times  the 
churcn's  insurance  coverage. 

An  insurance  company  in 
Oklahoma  receives  93  church-related 
child  abuse  claims  in  one  year. 

In  a  nationwide  survey  of 
Southern  Baptist  pastors,  14.1%  con¬ 
fess  to  "sexual  behavior  inappropri¬ 
ate  to  a  minister." 

With  stories  like  these  making 
headlines  in  recent  years,  one  might 
envision  church  leaders  across  the 
country  scurrying  to  adopt  policies 
and  procedures  aimed  at  reducing 
the  risk  of  sexual  abuse  in  their  con¬ 
gregations. 

'There  are  way  too  many  Southern 
Baptist  churches  that  aren't  doing 
anything  to  minimize  the  risk  of  a 
minor  being  sexually  touched, 
abused,  or  otherwise  physically 
injured  while  involved  in  child  care, 
day  care,  or  church-related  activities. 

"A  minority  of  churches  have  stud¬ 
ied  the  issues,  approved  policies  and 
procedures  to  minimize  risk  and  have 
actually  implemented  and  are  follow¬ 
ing  and  enforcing  protective  policies, 
but,  sadly,  the  majority  are  way  short 
of  that/  stated  Steven  Lewis,  an 
Oklahoma  City  attorney  who  has  led 
seminars  across  the  country  on  legal 
issues  impacting  churches. 

Sunday  School  director  and  chairman- 
elect  of  deacons  at  Quail  Springs  Church  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Lewis  also  serves  as  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  Church  Forward,  Inc.,  a  pri 
vate  religious  service  corporation  establisl 
to  help  churches  deal  with  such  issues 


false  allegations  of  sexual  misconduct  and 
child  abuse  have  been  raised  against  them. 

"When  it  comes  to  a  court  case,  few  of 
our  churches  are  prepared  to  defend  them¬ 
selves.  What  would  your  pastor  say  if  he 
were  asked,  'Have ,  you  adoptee!  and 


access  to  minors  at  church?'  or 
'Does  your  church  interview  poten¬ 
tial  workers,  have  them  complete 
applications  and  perform  adequate 
background  checks?' 

"The  vast  majority  of  churches 
cannot  answer  'yes'  to  those  ques¬ 
tions.  The  risks  and  potential  dam¬ 
ages  are  much  larger  if  a  plaintiff 
can  show  a  jury  that  the  church 
did  nothing  to  protect  its  children 
and  minors." 

Lewis  cited  three  reasons,  in  pri¬ 
ority,  why  a  church  should  have 
sexual  abuse  prevention  policies 
and  procedures  in  place: 

♦  Protect  minors  from  abuse. 

♦  Protect  paid  and  volunteer 
church  workers  from  false  allega¬ 
tions. 

♦  Protect  the  church  from  suits. 
Some  churches,  such  as  First 

Church,  Houston,  and  Highland 
Church,  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  conduct 
criminal  background  checks  of  paid 
and  volunteer  workers  who  nave 
contact  with  minors. 

Despite  frequent  news  about 
lawsuits  and  allegations  of  church- 
related  sexual  abuse,  James  Cobble, 
publisher  of  Church  Law  and  Tax 
Report,  told  Christianity  Today 
only  27%  of  1,700  churches  sur¬ 
veyed  in  1996  conducted  criminal- 
record  or  employment-history 
background  checks  on  prospective 
workers.  About  36%  of  the  church¬ 
es  surveyed  reported  doing  some 
form  of  screening. 

Cobble  told  the  magazine  that  while 
churches  won't  be  able  to  screen  out  every 
pedophile,  "a  screening  program  in  the 
church  is  like  putting  a  spotlight  on  the 
cl\urch  and  saying  to  anybody  who's 

to  be  exp 


saying  to 

Her has  helped  numerous  churches  and  implemented  policies  to  make  sure  that  no  predatory,  'You're  going  to  be  exposed  to 
pastors  through  situations  where  true  and  one  who  has  been  accused  of  abuse  has  screening,  and  people  will  find  out. 

Children's  minister  develops  sexual  abuse  policy 

a  ...  .  1  111* 


HOUSTON  (BP)  —  Cindy 
Pitts  has  two  words  of  advice 
for  churches  interested  in 
implementing  policies  and  pro¬ 
cedures  aimed  at  reducing  the 
risk  of  sexual  abuse:  1)  educate 
your  people  and  2)  study  the 
issue  well  and  decide  what  is 
best  for  your  church. 

"This  was  a  three-year 
process  for  us,"  Pitts,  minister 
to  children  at  First  Church, 
Houston,  said.  The  guidelines, 
adopted  by  the  church  in  1995, 
cover  processes  for  selecting, 
supervising  and  training  mem¬ 
bers  who  work  with  minors. 

After  learning  of  the  poten¬ 
tial  for  sexual  abuse  at  church  at 
conferences  in  the  early  1990s, 
Pitts  decided  to  take  action. 

Using  similar  documents 
from  Boy  Scouts  of  America, 
Big  Brotners/Big  Sisters,  and 
Church  Law  &  Tax  Report,  she 
created  the  first  draft  of  a 
"potential  workers"  screening 
form  for  her  church. 

Next,  she  presented  it  to  her 
pastor  and  cnurch  staff.  A  spe¬ 
cial  committee  was  then  created 
to  further  develop  the  docu¬ 
ment.  Age  group  ministers, 
counselors,  and  attorneys 
served  on  the  committee,  mak¬ 
ing  recommendations  that  were 
re-presented  to  the  church  staff 
before  being  considered  and 


our 

ese 


approved  first  by  the  deacons 
and  then  the  church  as  a  whole. 

"You  need  to  educate 
members  about  wh\ 
types  of  policies  and  proce¬ 
dures  are  needed,"  Pitts 
stressed.  "Help  them  under¬ 
stand  that  it's  about  creating  a 
safe  environment  for 
preschoolers,  children  and 
youtb." 

Describing  how  she  selects 
children's  workers  at  her 
church,  Pitts  outlined  the  fol¬ 
lowing  four-step  process. 

First,  she  has  a  personal 
interview  with  the  applicant. 
She  talks  with  them  about  their 
salvation  experience,  what  is 
motivating  them  to  get 
involved  and  the  job  descrip¬ 
tion  for  the  position  they  are 
inquiring  about.  And,  as  her 
church's  policy  requires,  she 
asks  the  person  if  he  or  she  has 
ever  been  the  victim  of  abuse. 

"I've  had  several  people 
admit  to  being  victims  of  sexu¬ 
al  abuse  in  the  past,"  Pitts  said. 
"And  that  certainly  is  not  going 
to  disqualify  them  from  serv¬ 
ing.  I'm  just  looking  to  make 
sure  they  have  dealt  with  what 
happened  to  them  and  received 
the  counseling  and  support 
they  need.  We  do  not  revictim- 
ize  the  victim!" 

Second,  she  asks  them  to 


complete  a  potential  workers 
a  screening  form 


nplel 
profile, 

required  of  anyone  who  works 
with  children  and  youth  18  or 
younger.  The  form  secures 
information  such  as  driver's 
license.  Social  Security  num¬ 
bers  and  references  and  also 
asks  whether  the  applicant  has 
ever  been  convicted  of  a  crime. 
The  church  also  contracts  with 
an  outside  company 
to  perform  a  criminal 
background  check  on 
all  applicants. 

Since  the  church 
began  screening 
workers  three  years 
ago,  Pitts  said  very 
few  applicants  have 
refused  to  sign  the 
form.  "And  if  they 
don't  sign  it;  they 
don't  teach.  It's  as 
simple  as  that." 

Third,  applicants 
are  required  to 
observe  a  class  ses¬ 
sion  in  the  area  they 
are  interested  in  serv¬ 
ing.  "During  that 
time,  we're  also 
observing  them,  to 
see  how  they  interact 
with  the  children," 
she  said. 

Applicants  must 
attend  a  two-hour 


training  session  where  all  poli¬ 
cies  and  procedures  related  to 
working  with  minors  are 
explained. 

"We  want  to  do  everything 
possible  to  make  sure  we  have 
quality  workers,"  Pitts  said. 
,7By  tne  time  someone  go 
through  this  process,  th 
know  that  we  take 
very  seriously. 


pes 
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Name  changed 
for  insurer 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Preferred 
Risk,  the  property  and  casualty 
insurance  carrier  endorsed  by 
the  Annuity  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
changed  its  name  to  The 
Guidant  Insurance  Group  in 
May.  Coverages  and  rates  will 
not  be  affected  as  a  result  of 
the  name  change. 

The  Annuity  Board  first 
endorsed  Preferred  Risk  in 
1991  and  now  more  than 
6,600  Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es  and  institutions  have  cover¬ 
age  through  the  company.  The 
company  was  founded  in  1 947 
as  one  of  America's  first  auto 
insurance  companies  for  non¬ 
drinkers. 


♦ 
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VBS  dates 


Bethesda,  Teny:  June  21- 
24;  6-8  p.m.;  children  through 
6th  grade;  for  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  878-5399  or 
878-5141. 


Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  of  the  Baptist  Health  Systems, 
recently  held  its  annual  flea  market  to  help  raise  money  for  summer 
missionsrMore  than  $3,200  was  raised  during  the  program,  which 
supports  the  Mississippi  BSU  in  sending  167  summer  missionaries 
around  the  world.  Dot  Terry,  a  Baptist  volunteer  and  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  TRUST,  Baptist's  Office  of  Philanthropy, 
donated  her  1986  Chevrolet  van  to  the  TRUST.  Pictured  (from  left) 
looking  over  the  van  are  Laura  Jones,  TRUST  vice  president;  Marty 
Harper,  BSU  coordinator;  Terry;  Bettye  Covington  and  Jack 
Covington  who  purchased  the  van;  and  Jay  Chance,  executive 
director  of  the  TRUST. 


First  Church,  Pascagoula,  had  a  ribbon  cutting  ceremony  for  its 
preschool/leaming  center  on  May  1 7.  The  center  will  be  licensed  for 
approximately  200  children  during  the  week  and  will  serve  as  chil¬ 
dren's  Sunday  School  facilities  on  Sunday.  The  upstairs  will  accom¬ 
modate  Adult  1 , 2,  and  3.  Pictured  are  Rex  Yancey,  pastor,  cutting  the 
ribbon,  and  members  of  the  building  committee  (from  left)  include 
Mitch  McNabb,  chairman;  Bud  Phillips;  Sarah  Holder;  Mavis  Hall 
Clark;  Betty  Grantham;  Bobby  Lynn;  and  Harvey  Barton.  The  church 
utilized  the  Challenge  To  Build  Program  and  pledged  one  and  one 
half  million  dollars,  above  the  budget,  over  three  years.  The  total  cost 
of  the  project  is  approximately  three  and  one  half  million  dollars. 

North  Columbia  Church, 
Columbia,  will  dedicate  its  new 
worship  center,  June  7.  Activities 
will  include  Sunday  School,  9:30 
a.m.;  worship  service,  10:30  a.m.; 
covered  disn  luncheon,  noon; 
and  afternoon  service  beginning 
at  1:30  p.m.  and  concluding  with 
the  laving  of  the  cornerstone.  The 
worship  center  will  seat  550  and 
is  constructed  of  steel  and  brick 
with  stained  glass  windows. 
John  E.  Watts  is  interim  pastor. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


Brotherhood  of  Winston 
Association  recently  conduct¬ 
ed  its  local  mission  activity  for 
the  summer.  The  men  put  new 
siding  on  the  home  of  a  senior 
adult,  repaired  windows,  and 
painted  the  house.  Pictured  are 
(from  left)  Gene  Hill, 
Macedonia  Church;  L.V.  Jones, 
Noxapater  Church;  Paul 
Goodin  and  Danny  Cheatham, 
Gum  Branch  Church;  Mason 
Carraway  and  Bobby  Holton, 
Noxapater  Church;  James 
Yarbrough,  Gum  Branch 
Church;  Paul  Blanchard,  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions;  and  Perry 
Yarbrough,  Gum  Branch 
Church.  Several  other  individ¬ 
uals  participated  in  the  mission 
project,  who  are  not  pictured. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1  800  654  1  29^ 


Participants  in  the  State  Bible  Drill  of  New  Hebron  Church, 
Lawrence  Association,  pictured  (from  left)  front  row,  are  Brian  Little, 
Drew  Mayhough,  Cori  Walker,  Christy  McCloud,  Laura  Daughdrill; 
back  row,  Kevin  Butler,  Sherri  Sutton,  Leann  Daughdrill,  Kim 
Westmoreland.  Not  pictured  is  Lauren  Little. 


HOM! 


Bethesda,  Terry:  June  14; 

services  start  at  11  a.m.;  fol¬ 
lowed  by  covered  dish  lunch  in 
fellowship  hall;  William  H. 
Perkins,  editor  of  The  Baptist 
Record,  guest  speaker;  Marty 
Wilson,  pastor. 

Mt.  Zion  (Lincoln):  June  7; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship  service,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal; 
business  meeting  and  memorial 
service  will  follow  at  1:15  p.m. 

High  Hill  (Neshoba):  June 
7;  11  a.m.;  noon  fellowship 
meal  and  afternoon  singing; 
Bobby  Waggoner,  guest  speak¬ 


er;  New  Borne,  guest  singers; 
Ray  Files,  pastor. 

Calvary,  New  Augusta:  June 
7;  Ronnie  Turner,  preaching; 
covered  dish  lunch  following 
morning  service;  revival  to 
begin  on  June  8  (more  informa¬ 
tion  in  revival  dates). 

Parkhill,  Jackson:  June  14; 
42nd  anniversary;  Sunday 
School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  Joe  Stovall,  guest  speaker; 
Jimmy  Bailey,  music. 

Woodhaven,  Ocean  Springs: 

June  7;  services  begin  at  11  a.m.. 


followed  by  dinner  in  fellowship 
hall  and  gospel  singing;  Bod 


hall  and  gospel  singing;  Bob 
Storie,  currently  with  Jackson 
Association,  guest  speaker. 


Philadelphia,  Caseyville: 
June  14;  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  noon 
meal;  James  Allgood  (1933- 
1937),  guest  speaker;  Bill 
Wright,  pastor. 


Our  company  proudly  retains  the 
name  of  our  founder.  LL.  Sams,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


it  Cushions  it  Baptistries 
-'A  It  Steeples  it  Renovation 
it  Pews  and  Pulpit 
A  Furniture 

r’Loifiiik'l  (Ness  and  Used) 
Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Easy  to  reach! 

Wonderful  to  experience! 
Great  to  remember! 


. — <-*ir 

Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 

Competitive  Pricing 

All  Sizes 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 

Sales  and  Rentals 

1-601-924-1982 

It  has  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1898. 


•  stained  glass  •  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 

■  painting  •  more  than  290  complete 
CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 

FREE  BROCHURES 
1-800-537-4723 

P.  O.  Bos  1430,  Waco,  TX  76703 


1998 

Annuitant  Conference 

Shocco  Springs,  Alabama 
September  14-18,  1998 

For  retired  ministers,  other  church 
employees,  spouses  and  widows. 
Use  registration  form  in  April  issue 
of  The  ,\B  Touch,  or  call 
(214)  720-4 1 8 1  for  another  copy. 


ANNUITY  BOARD 

O  I  T  H  t  *  O  li  T  H  H  * 
BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


Housetops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication. 


June  4,  1998 


AWARDS 


Friend  of 
Bible  Drill 

Marcus  Peagler,  director  of 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  for 
Mississippi  Baptists,  is  pictured  here 
presenting  the  Friend  of  Bible  Drill 
award  to  Mrs.  Lillian  Walters. 
Walters  is  a  long  time  Bible  Drill 
leader,  children’s  Discipleship  spe¬ 
cialist  and  Bible  Drill  leader  for  Metro 
Baptist  Association,  and  Discipleship 
Training  director  for  Lakeshore 
Church  in  Metro  Association. 


Nine  Year 
Bible  Drillers 
Scholarship 
Drill 

These  three  winners  were 
selected  from  around  20  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  Nine  Year  Bible 
Drillers  Scholarship  Drill.  Pictured  here,  left  to  right,  are  Amanda  Moore, 
the  second  place  winner,  from  Trinity  Baptist  Church  (Neshoba 
Association),  Jim  Young,  the  first  placed  winner,  from  Hope  Baptist 
Church  (Neshoba  Association)  and  Scott  Wallace,  the  third  place  winner, 
from  Rocky  Creek  Baptist  Church  in  Lucedale  (George  Association).  All  of 
the  participants  in  this  drill  have  participated  in  Bible  Drills  all  nine  years 
they  were  eligible  for  Bible  Drill  and  on  the  State  level  in  Bible  Drills  all  six 
years  in  Youth  Bible  Drills.  Each  of  our  Baptist  colleges  provide  four-year 
scholarships  for  these  winners. 


Junior 
Hiah  Drill 


These  three  winners  of  the  Junior 
High  Drill  were  selected  from  over 
a  hundred  Junior  High  participants. 
They  are  Jennifer  Kearschner,  the 
first  place  winner  from  Improve  Baptist  Church  (Marion  Association), 
Adam  Leggett,  the  second  place  winner  (tie),  from  First  Baptist  Church, 
Clinton  (Metro  Association),  and  Peter  Young,  the  second  place  winner 
(tie),  from  Hope  Baptist  Church  (Neshoba  Association).  Miss  Kearshner 
will  represent  Mississippi  in  the  demonstration  Bible  Drill  at  Ridgecrest 
Discipleship  and  Family  Development  Week,  July  4-10, 1998. 


Saturday 
June  27 

8:30  a.m.-  11:00  p.m. 

Parkway 
Baptist  Church, 
Clinton 

FAMILY  FESTIVAL  ‘95 

An  Adult  Equipping  Team  Event 

♦  Seniors  Events 

8:30  a.m.  - 1 1:00  a.m. 

♦  Lunch 

1 1:00  a.m,  -  3:45  p.m. 

(food  booths) 

♦  Family  Fair 

11:30  a.m.  -4:00  p.m. 

♦  Adult  Conferences 

4:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 

♦  Dinner 

6:00  p.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 

♦  Singles  Events 

7:30  p.m.  -  11:00  p.m. 

Free  Admission 
Free  Child  Care 

For  more  information  call  Larry  Salter  or  Glenn  Shows, 
at  (601)968-3800  or  (800)748-1651 . 


GMHHMMHI 
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Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 


featuring  Jeff  &  Debbie  McElroy 

For  registration  form  and  brochure,  call  the  Discipleship 
&  Family  Ministry  Department  at  1-800-748-1651. 


These  four  winners  were  selected  from  24  participants  in  the 
State  Speakers  Tournament  held  at  Alta  Woods  Baptist 
Church  on  April  25.  They  each  received  four  year  scholarships 
to  Mississippi  College.  They  are  pictured  here  left  to  right: 
Paige  Welborn,  the  third  place  winner  from  McLaurin  Heights 
Baptist  Church,  Pearl  (Rankin  Association),  Kristen  Cockrell, 
the  fourth  place  winner,  from  FBC,  Mize  (Smith  Association), 
Darian  Duckworth,  the  first  place  winner,  from  FBC,  Jackson 
(Metro  Association),  and  Melissa  Beilah,  the  second  place 
winner,  from  FBC,  Clinton  (Metro  Association).  Also  pictured  is 
Chad  Phillips  of  Mississippi  College. 


Make  a  ^Difference 


Super  Summer 
✓  Missis  sMppi 


For  more  information,  call  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651. 


Sunday  School 
Leadership  Conference 

September  11-12, 1998 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
Pass  Christian,  Miss. 

"The  Aim" 

To  help  leaders  and  teachers  gain  a  power  surge  of 
enthusiasm  to  become  an  effective  evangeRsm  force 
for  your  church. 


State  Youth 
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Tammy  Tumage 
Keyboard  Specialist 
MBCB 
Organist 

First  Baptist  Church 
Gulfport 


baye  bines 
Keyboard  Specialist 
MBCB 
Organist 

First  Baptist  Church 
Yazoo  City 


Barry  Tweedy 
Minister  of  Music 
Hernando  Baptist 
Church 
Hernando 

Miss.  State  Presehwt 
Choir  Specialist 


Keith  Watson 
Minister  of  Music 
Green  Hill  Baptist 
Church 

West  Columbia,  S.C. 
S.C.  State  Children’s 
Choir  Specialist 


Clinton  and  Jarvis  Rose  Nichols 
“Vocal  Aerobics” 
Concert  Ministries 
Hattiesburg 


Kathy  Vail 
Keyboard  Specialist 
MBCB 
Organist 

First  Baptist  Church 
Hattiesburg 


Harold  T  Bryson 
Professor  of 
Christian  Studies 
Mississippi  Coflege 
Clinton 


Registration  begins  at  10  a.m. 
Orientation:  12:45  p.m. 
Handbell  Audition:  3  p.m. 


COST:  “A”  Unit 


Don  Phillips 
Composer/Arranger 
Minister  of  Music 
First  Baptist  Church 
Franklin,  Ky. 


Harry  Eskew 
Professor  of 
Music  History  & 
Hymnology 
NOBTS 
New  Orleans 


Children’s 
Vocal  Techniques 
A  Koddly 
taught  by 

Bonnie  Blu  Williams 
Mississippi  College 
Clinton 


Kay  Payton 
Choir  Coordinator  & 
Older  Children  Choff 
Director 

FBC,  Round  Rock,  Tex. 
Tex  State  Children’s 
Choir  Specialist 


“JAarenp  tA&  <Soap  of 


C”  Unit  —  $80.10 


■  ■  TO  REGISTER,  CONTACT 
Gutfshore  Baptist  Assembly  •  100  First  Street 
Pass  Christian,  MS  39571  .  (228)  452-7261 


June  17  Hattiesburg 

6:30  p.m.  1101  North  Main  Street 

Main  Street  Baptist  Church  601-544-5444 


June  18  Tytertown 

7:00  p.m.  409  Tyler  Avenue 

Tylertown  Baptist  Church 


601-876-3436 


June  19  Pascagoula 

7:00  p.m.  902  Live  Oak  Street 
First  Baptist  Church 


228-762-2343 


June  21  Picayune 

11:00  a.m.  401  Goodyear  Boulevard 

(Service)  First  Baptist  Church  601-798-4886 

June  21  Crystal  Springs 

7:00  p.m.  300  South  Jackson  Street 

(Service)  First  Baptist  Church  601-892-1149 


June  22  Bruce 

7:00  p.m.  223  East  Johnson  Street 

First  Baptist  Church 

June  23  Jackson 

7:00  p.m.  431  North  State  Street 
First  Baptist  Church 


601-983-2218 


601-949-1918 


P'tAy  Jay  far...  June  5-  June  1 8,  1998 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-PRAY 


Jesus  Qi\/es  'Us  'P race  -  "'Peace  1  leatfe  With  you.  my  peace  I  yL\Je  unto  you.  Jet  not  your 
heart  be  troubled,  neither  Let  it  be  afraib"  John  /4J27 

-  'Pray  that  Qob  Will  $i\7e  you  the  peace  to  Weather  the  storms  of  life  tobay. 


Religious  Liberty  Sunday 
(Christian  Action  Commission 
Emphasis).  Pray  for  God  to 
reveal  Himself  supernaturally 
to  hurting  people  as  they  cry 
out  to  Him  for  helix 

For  GA  Summer  Camp  8-12; 
Camp  Garaywa;  sponsored  by 
WMU.  Pray  for  an  unreached 
people  group  called  the  Sangil 
in  the  Philippines  who  have  no 
Christian  witness  and  no 
believers  amo^glfcem .  Pray 
that  God  will  pM^ulously 
open  a  way  fdljJjjie  people  to 
hear  the  Good  News. 

For  the  annual  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  9-11;  Salt  Lake 

City,  UT.  Ill  Youth  Conference 
9-1 3;  Gulfshore,  Assembly; 
sponsored  by  Mississippi 

Baptist  Convention  Board. 
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The  lack  of  Christian  workers 
among  the  Persians  of  Iran  is 
one  reason  that  they  are  not 
being  reached.  Pray  that  many 
will  respond  to  the  Father's  call 
to  minister  among  this  99 

—Jo 

ISC  worker  Alicia  Famham  in 
Zimbabwe  was  involved  in  a  car 
accident  on  fvtoy  1 7,  and  a  church 
member  who  was  riding  with  her 
was  killed.  Pray  that  this  woman's 
grieving  family  will  c  orn*  to  know 
the  Comforterwa  pepcj^>\  way 
and  that  Alicia  Mill  be  gftngthenerl 
and  encouraged  as  she  1  surround¬ 
ed  by  love  from  the  missionaries. 

For  GA  Summer  Camp  15-19; 
Camp  Garaywa;  sponsored  by 
WMU.  Royal  Ambassador- 
Challenger  Camp  15-19; 

Central  Hills  Retreat;  sponsored 
by  Brotherhcwd  AM-State 

Youth  Choir  lehqgrsjl  camp 
and  tour,  Wijjian}  Carey 

College;  spomorfi^MJy  Church 
Music. 

Pray  for  church-planting  efforts 
among  the  Arabs,  Berbers 
and  other  people  groups  in 
Algeria,  and  pray  that  many 
more  workers  will  go  there  as 
"tentmakersj 

1  b 

Pray  for  one  of  the  churches  in 
Ulaanbaatar,  Mongolia. 

Their  prayer  is  that  they  will 
become  a  "praying  church." 

They  meet  early  in  the  morning 
several  days  a yeekiattprayer 

T7 

Rejoice  over  the  wonderful  news 
recently  received  from  Tanzania. 
Their  government  was  consider¬ 
ing  rescinding  the  registration  of 
the  Organization  of  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries.  Baptist  leaders  met 
with  govrnJrrg  Acials  and 
the  questionlwereiesolved.  The 
government  §>ld  ttf  mission  "not 
to  worry  about  it  any  longer." 

For  V  Youth  Conference  18-22; 
Gulfshore  Assembly;  sponsored 
by  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  Ask  God  to 
give  the  members  of  Paguranga 
Chinese  Baptisl^liurch  in 
Aucklarxf|Ne%^#alan(l. 
insights  as  freypeAHis  will  for 
a  new  pastor. 


For  Small  Church  Pastor/Key 
Leader  Conference;  Friendship 
BC.  Pontotoc;  sponsored  by 
Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries. 
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Pray  for  a  Christian  doctor  who 
ministers  to  tribal  and  other 
unreached  peoples  of 
Mindanao  in  the  Philippines. 

As  he  ministers  to  the  sick, 
rejuvenating  physical,  lives, 
pray  that  heaif  II  to  give 

"light"  as 


t  heaalll  b^atjje  to  f 

■“I  z 


Pat  Branch  is  church  planter 
pastor  of  First  Southern  Baptist 
Church,  Kimberly,  ID.  This  is  a 
church-type  mission.  Pray  for 
Vacation  Bible  School,  July  5- 
8.  Pray  that  members  will  get 
the  Sunday  School  going  well. 
Ask  God  to  jrifttde  the 
resources  the  church 

building.  IJ 


For  IV  Youth  Conference  1 3- 
17;  Gulfshore  Assembly;  spon¬ 
sored  by  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  As  mission¬ 
ary  Debbie  McCord  of 
Southeast  Asia  and  Oceania 
continues  treatjfRefc  for  cancer 
in  the  U.Sj  praytMt  God  will 
be  sufficient  l<*  heJneed. 


Did  you  know... 

1998  is  the  51st  year  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Union 
sending  out  Summer  Missionaries? 

During  those  51  years  1,875  students  have  served,  and 
Mississippi  BSUs  have  raised  over  $1.8  millionjo  send  them? 

That  these  students  are  servant  leaders,  giving  up  summer  jobs 
and  income  to  become  missionaries?  V 


We  are  interested  in  adopting  a  Mississippi  BSU  Summer 
Missionary  appointed  through  our  state  Baptist  Student  Union  for 
the  summer  of  1998.  Please  register  our  request  to  be  assigned  a 
student  and  send  further  information. 


And  did  you  know... 

That  you  and  your  church  can  be  personally  involved  and  sup¬ 
portive  of  one  of  these  students  as  they  serve  this  summer? 

By  adopting  a  student  for  the  summer,  your  WMU  and  church 
can  experience  first-hand  suppport  for  those  who  are  sacrificing  to 
serve. 


You  can  help  by  assisting  studonts  In  many  ways: 

SPIRITUAL  -  Praying  for  and  remembering  these  students. 

PHYSICAL  -  Helping  students  with  small  needs  such  as  toi¬ 
letries,  film,  stamps,  etc.  Some  churches  have  involved  their  VBS  dur 
ing  the  summer,  their  children,  and  their  workers,  in  various  support 
activities  of  Summer  Missionaries. 


Jane  Barrett,  church  administrator  at  Mt.  gifts  were  some  of  the  topics. 

Hebron  West  Baptist  Church  in  Elmore,  Other  features  on  the  program  agenda 
Ala.,  represented  the  Church  were  a  business  session,  a  Monday  night 
Administration  Department  of  the  Baptist  banquet,  shopping  in  the  conference 
Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville.  Baptist  Book  Store,  being  photographed  for 

Harold  T.  Bryson  of  Clinton,  a  program  the  1998  pictorial  directory  of  Mississippi 
personality  at  the  1995  National  Baptist  secretaries,  and  a  Monday  night 
Conference  for  Church  Secretaries  in  "fun-and-games"  activity. 

Nashville,  was  a  keynote  speaker.  A  silent  auction,  door  prizes,  and  a 

Simultaneous  conferences  were  held  for  canned  food  drive  helped  round  out  the 
agency,  association,  education,  financial,  activities. 

and  music  secretaries.  There  were  also  ses-  During  the  Monday  afternoon  business 
sions  for  beginning  and  one-secretary  meeting,  the  secretaries  adopted  a  resolu- 
offices,  as  well  as  pastor's  secretary,  min-  tion  commending  Elizabeth  Godfrey,  pres- 
istry  assistant,  and  office  manager  roles.  ident  of  the  National  Association  of 
-  General  sessions  featured  stress  manage-  Southern  Baptist  Secretaries, 
ment,  time  management,  and  personal  safe-  Godfrey,  pastoral/ administrative 
ty  Other  conferences  were  designed  to  help  Secretary  at  Fairview  Church,  Columbus, 
the  secretaries  learn  a  new  craft  or  hobby,  to  is  the  first  Mississippi  secretary  to  hold  a 
sharpen  a  skill,  or  develop  a  talent.  national  office. 

Clown  ministry,  banner  ministry,  story-  Danie  Robbins  of  Clinton  is  the  immedi- 
telling,  creative  writing,  photography,  flo-  ate  past  president  of  die  Mississippi  Baptist 
ral  design,  scrapbook  design,  and  creative  Secretaries  Association. 


ATH  PENALTY  question  is  when  Noah  went  issued  to  those  who  are  guilty  It's  like  putting  beer 

forth  from  the  ark  after  the  of  murder,  then  it  should  be  machines  on  every  street 

flood  (Genesis  8:16  KJV).  carried  out.  The  reason  being  comer.  No  one  to  check  I.D/s. 

controversy  continues  The  second  answer  is  God  that  the  penalty  of  death  for  No  one  to  enforce  the  law.  Just 

elative  to  tne  pros  and  himself,  who  brought  the  death  murderers  was  made  law  a  sign  that  says  you  must  be  18 
rapital  punishment.  To  penalty  into  being  (Genesis  9:5-  before  the  crime  was  commit-  to  buy.  It's  crazy, 

s  issue,  we  must  seek  a  6  KJV).  The  law  that  God  gave  ted.  (Sorry,  Pope  Paul  II,  you're  Internet  providers  are  guilty 

f  information  that  will  was  to  mankind  and  allowed  wrong  again).  of  gross  negligence.  At  the  very 

e  truth  as  to  how  a  per-  human  government  to  issue  the  I  leave  you  with  the  words  of  least  they  are  violating  anti-dis- 
ild  stand  regarding  the  death  penalty  to  murderers.  In  the  Apostle  Paul  who  wrote  play  laws.  Parents  should  try  to 
nalty.  That  true  source  fact,  the  Old  Testament  records  much  of  the  New  Testament.  sue  the  providers  under  the 
)ly  Bible,  God's  Word.  42  sins  punishable  by  death.  "But  we  know  that  the  law  is  Victims  of  Pornography  act 

jason  is  that  "All  scrip-  There  will  be  those  who  will  good,  if  a  man  use  it  lawfully"  passed  by  Congress  a  few  years 

;iven  by  inspiration  of  ask  about  the  Ten  (I  Timothy  1:8  KJV).  Now  that's  ago.  It  was  law  suits  that 
I  Timothy  3:16  KJV).  Commandments,  and  specifi-  according  to  God's  word.  brought  the  tobacco  industry  to 

it  we  have  found  our  cally  "Thou  shall  not  kill"  Ricky  Kahler  its  knees.  Football  games  can  be 

>f  absolute  truth,  we  (Exodus  20:13  KJV).  The  Gulfport  blacked  out  in  different  cities, 

vith  two  questions:  answer  is  simple.  That  com-  Why  couldn't  the  internet  be 

ras  the  death  penalty  mandment  does  not  pertain  to  blocked  out  so  not  to  transgress 

stituted?  And  who  human  government  carrying  CYBERPORN  EVERYWHERE  the  different  community  stan- 
it  into  being?  out  its  law,  but  to  individual  dards  of  pom? 

id  the  answers  to  these  men  in  their  daily  lives.  Editor:  The  issue  is  not  individual 

s  in  Genesis  8:25  and  When  the  government  Cyber  pom  has  reached  per-  rights,  but  it  is  the  rights  of  the 
le  answer  to  the  first  makes  a  law  that  death  be  verted  levels  beyond  all  imagi-  communities  to  prevent  the 

nation.  Worse  than  Sodom  and  breeding  of  Ted  Bundy's  that 
Gomorrah  could  ever  have  wiH  walk  their  streets  and  stalk 
been.  innocent  victims  and  pollute 

Children  can  see  tons  of  free  their  tranquil  environment, 
samples  by  just  answering  yes 
to,  "Are  you  18?"  on  the  screen. 


William  E. 


Moores- 


Pictured 


Jeffrey 
1  was 


pastor  of  Haglund 

Washington  The  Coleys  among  the  78  stu- 

Church,  dent  graduates  of 

Natchez;  David  McGuffee,  pas-  Midwestern  Seminary  on  May 
tor  of  Cloverdale  Church;  and  15.  He  received  the  master  of 
James  A.  Huff,  chairman  of  dea-  divinity  degree.  Haglund  is  a 

native  of  Oxford  ana  attended 
North  Oxford  Church.  He  is 
currently  the  youth  minister  at 
-  Tryst  Falls  Church  in  Kearney, 

Mo.  His  wife,  Glenda,  fulfilled 
the  requirements  for  the  student 
|  LA  wives  program  and  was  award- 

W&mm.  ed  a  certificate  in  ministry. 


Are  your  Mrion  tnd  of 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 


Safety  is  our  first  priority. 


OllitSttVkn&Bislbd*'  1-80M3W 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


The  Baptist  Record 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


exceeded 


Walnut  Grove  Leake 
Association,  exceeded  its  goal 
of  $1,800  for  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  by 
giving  a  final  total  of  $1,855. 
John  H.  Pace  Jr.  is  pastor. 


William  L.  (Bill)  Davis  was 

called  as  minister  of 
music  and  education  to 
First  Church,  Tallulah, 
La.,  effective  May  1.  He 
and  his  wife,  Linda,  are 
graduates  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  His 
previous  places  of  ser¬ 
vice  include  First 
Church,  Aberdeen,  and 
_  .  Bay  Springs  Church, 

avis  Bay  Springs,  as  well  as 
churches  in  Georgia, 
Louisiana,  and  Florida. 

Glade  Church,  Laurel,  has 
called  Shannon  and  Melanie 
McNeill  as  ministers  of  youth 
effective  May  1.  They  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Glade  Churcn. 

Parkway  Church, 

Kosciusko,  has  called  Joe  Pate 
as  pastor.  He  began  his  min- 


Correction 

On  page  4  of  the  May  28, 
1998  edition  of  The  Baptist 
Record,  Tony  Higginbotham, 
minister  of  music  at  First 
Church,  Louisville,  is  incor¬ 
rectly  identified  as  Frank  Lewis 
of  Nashville.  It  was  a  reporter's 
error. 


WARREN/YAZOO  BAPTIST  ASSOCI¬ 
ATION  is  accepting  applications  for 
the  position  of  Director  of  Missions. 
Please  send  resume  to:  Warren/Yazoo 
Baptist  Association,  3040  B  Indiana 
Avenue,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180.  ' 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER:  Send 
resume  to  Youth  Minister  Search 
Committee,  Bissell  Baptist  Church, 
4662  West  Main,  Tupelo,  MS  38801 


■anniMffi 


CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pulpit/ 
judicial  robes,  paraments.  MURPHY 
ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 
Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483- 
7958  or  call  1-800-368-2705. 
YOUTH  OUTINGS7  Paintball- 
games!  Other  functions!  Curry  Creek 
Outdoors.  (601 )  722-9000. 
ATTENTION!  CHURCH  BUSES  FOR 
SALE:  New  and  Used  available. 
Variety  of  makes  and  models.  Free 
Quotes  and  Impeccable  Service! 
Ultimate  Bus  Sales  -  Memphis,  TN 
(901)  542-2600  or  (901 )  888-2600. 
NOTCH  ESTATES-BRANSON,  MO. 
Condo  near  Silver  Dollar  City.  2BR, 
2BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights,  4th 
free;  or  4  nights,  5th  free.  Free  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  $105  daily.  All 
visitors  eligible  for  drawing  to 
receive  free  4  day  return  trip.  Call 
(601)  746-4632. 

CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY  DORM 
RESORT  in  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 
for -the  best  ($15.25)  seats  at  THE 
GREAT  PASSION  PLAY,  plus  eco¬ 
nomical  grtapp  -Ihd^ng,  recreation, 
supper  and  ’breakfast,  all  for  JUST 
$34.95  EACH.  (501)  253-8418. 


The  Baptist  Record - 


Blythe  Creek  Church,  Choctaw  County,  recently  held  a  recogni¬ 
tion  service  for  its  RAs.  Pictured  are:  Jason  Oswalt  and  Todd  Lanthrip, 
leaders;  Michael  Shurden,  Clayton  Dodd,  Jonathan  Lanthrip,  and 
Dustin  Winfield,  RAs;  and  Brad  Vaughan,  flag  bearer. 


Staff  Changes 


istry  effective  May  17.  His  pre¬ 
vious  place  of  service  was 
Shuqualak  Church,  Noxubee 
Association.  He  received  his 
education  at  Andersonville 
Baptist  Seminary. 

Centreville  Church, 

Centreville,  has  called  John 
Brashier  as  pastor.  He  previ¬ 
ously  served  Wilshire  Church, 
Dallas.  Brashier  is  a  native  of 
Jackson  and  is  married  to  the 
former  Lianne  Mangum  of 
Jackson. 

Calvary  Church,  Jackson, 
has  called  Linda  Smith  as 
director  of  community  min¬ 
istries  effective  April  1.  Smith 
previously  served  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  in  Hong  Kong.  She  also 
served  First  Churcn,  Summit, 
and  First  Church,  Canton, 
before  going  to  Hong  Kong. 


Participants  in  Bible  Drills  at  Friendship  East  Church,  Charleston, 
(pictured,  from  left)  were  Lauren  Lindley,  church;  Kalen  Lindley, 
state;  Tista  Wilkinson,  state;  Brandie  Stiles,  state;  and  Dyan  Willis, 
state.  Not  pictured  are  Jay  Wilkinson  and  Leah  Ivy,  church. 


Pine  Grove  Church,  Picayune,  recognized  its  Senior  Adults 
recently  during  a  morning  worship  service  and  treated  them  to  a 
luncheon.  "The  men  and  women  who  are  pictured  represent  many 
years  of  service  to  our  church  and  to  God's  kingdom,"  said  Scott 
Cappleman,  pastor. 


WANTED:  copies  of  the  "Baptist 
Hymnal,"  1975  Edition;  could  use  20 
or  25  copies.  Will  pay.  Rev.  Paul  H. 
Leber,  Route  3  Box  238, 
Philadelphia,  MS  39530. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Preschool/ 
Children's  Minister,  Full-time. 
Church  is  located  in  suburb  of 
Birmingham,  AL  with  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  550.  Send  resumes  to 
Personnel  Work  Team,  Westwood 
Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  1 407, 
Alabaster,  Al  35007. 

CHURCH  BUSES!  CHURCH  BUSES! 
SUMMER  TIME  CHURCH  BUS 
SALE!!  (1)  1997  Blue  Bird  EZ 
Loader  31  passenger  coach  WAS 
$94,642,  Now  $84,500.  Great  for 
weekend  trips.  Can  send  pictures 
and  information.  Also  1987  Blue 
Bird  All  American  48  passenger 
$22,500,  1978  MCI  8  47  passenger 
$26,500,  1992  Diamond  35  pas¬ 
senger  $26,500,  1994  Blue  Bird  Q 
Bus  45  passenger  $94,000,  1994 
Goshen  28  passenger  $36,000, 
1995  Goshen  28  passenger 
$37,500.  Call  us  and  check  out 
pricing  on  all  of  our  new  equip¬ 
ment.  Call  Harry  Hosey  at 
Transportation  South,  Inc.  205- 
663-2287  in  Birmingham,  or  800- 
367-9463.  Call  todayl 


PUPPIES  AVAILABLE:  Seeking 
Christian  homes  for  courageous  gold¬ 
en  retriever/white  lab  and  8  healthy  6 
week  old  puppies.  Call  The  Bennetts 

(601)  922-3714. _ 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  & 
ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 
HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED  at  the 
Arkansas  Baptist  Boys  Ranch  near 
Harrison,  the  Arkansas  Baptist  Home 
for  Children  in  Monticello,  and  the 
Sonshine  House  Emergency 
Receiving  Home  for  smaller  children 
in  Little  Rock.  Contact  Charles  Flynn 
at  1-501-376-4791  Ext.  5167  or  write 
Arkansas  Baptist  Children's  Homes 
and  Family  Ministries,  PO  Box  552, 
Little  Rock,  AR  72701 . 

LARGE  CHURCH  IN  SOUTHEAST 
ARKANSAS  SEEKING  YOUTH 
MINISTER  to  lead  dynamic  youth 
ministry  of  157  enrolled  youth. 
Please  send  resumes  to  the  attention 
of  The  Youth  Search  Committee,  First 
Baptist  Church,  701  Main  Street, 

C rossett,  Arka nsas  71635. _ 

ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to 
work  full-time  with  "at-risk"  children 
in  residential  setting.  Opportunities 
throughout  Alabama.  Minumum  HS 
diploma.  Benefits  include  BC/BS 
PMD,  TDA,  life  insurance,  sick  leave. 
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vacation,  living  expenses.  Call  1  -800- 
548-4256  or  write  to  Box  240009 

Montgomery,  AL  361 24-0009. _ 

CHURCH  RETREAT  -  open  year 
around.  Panama  City  Beach,  Florida. 
Choice  dates  available  this  summer. 
Reasonable  Rates,  modern  dorm 
facilities,  300  ft.  from  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
A  ministry  of  First  Baptist  Church  1- 

850-234-0488  for  details.  _ 

SUMMER  VACATION  HOUSE  - 
available  to  Christian  families,  weekly 
rate  savings.  3  BR  on  Panama  City 
Beach,  1/2  block  from  Gulf.  For  details 
call  First  Baptist  Church  Panama  City 
Beach,  Florida  1-850-234-0488. 
VINEYARD  LABORERS  NEEDED! 


peace.. .and  self-control"  and  watch 
them  grow  in  children's  lives!  Make  a 
difference  with  your  life.  Come  join 
our  caring  professional  team  -  Florida 
Baptist  Children's  Home.  Tallahassee 
needs  a  Christian  couple  without 
children.  Excellent  pay  and  benefits. 
Call  Doug  McWhirter  at  (850)  878- 
1458  for  information  .  Pray  for  us. 
PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per 
day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat. 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson 
(601)  948-3391.  Since  1965. 
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June  4, 1998 


"Dracula,  The  Musical?" 

will  be  presented  nightly 
except  Sundays  and  Mondays, 
June  11-27  at  William  Carey 
College  in  Hattiesburg.  The 
second  production  of  tne  sea¬ 
son,  "Blame  It  On  The  Movies," 
will  be  presented  July  7-18. 
Dinner  is  served  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
O.  L.  Quave  Theatre,  with  the 
performance  following.  The 
box  office  will  be  open  from  10 
a.m.-7  p.m.  daily  except 
Sunday,  and  seats  may  be 
reserved  by  calling  (601)  582- 
6221.  The  admission  price  of 
$17.50  includes  dinner  and  the 
show. 

The  William  Carey  College 
School  of  Music  will  present 
German  classical  guitar  virtu¬ 
oso  Gerd  Wuestemann,  recent- 
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ly  named  one  of  the  finest 
young  international  touring 
artists,  on  June  4  at  8  p.m.  in 
Smith  Auditorium.  Admission 
is  $5.  A  Students'  Concert  will 
be  held  June  5  at  4  p.m. 
Admission  is  free.  For  more 
information  call  the  school  of 
music  at  (601)  582-6175. 

Mississippi  College  (MC) 
recently  held  its  Twelfth 
Annual  Faculty /Staff 

Recognition  Day.  John  Legg, 
honored  for  35  years  of  service 
received  an  engraved  watch. 
Honorees  recognized  for  25 
years  of  service  received  a  $500 
Savings  Bond.  Honorees  rec¬ 
ognized  for  15  years  of  service 
were  awarded  Certificates  of 
Service.  (Photos  by  Jesse 
Worley  —  MC) 


Revival  Dates 


Calvary,  New  Augusta:  June 

8-10;  services,  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Clay  Ingram,  evangelist. 

First  of  DeLisle,  Pass 
Christian:  "Breaking  Chains" 
tent  revival;  June  14-18;  Sunday,  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7  pan.;  Bruce 
Gill,  evangelist;  Mike  and  Brandy 
Nier,  music;  special  guests  will 
include  Headin'  Home,  Three  of 
a  Kind,  Linda  Machi,  Gigj  Hines, 
and  Mike  Ramsey,  minister  of 
music  at  First,  DeLisle;  Steve 
Peterman,  pastor. 

Second,  Kosciusko:  June  7- 
11;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Thurs.,  10:30  a.m.  and  7 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting, 
..  folding  doors, 

Cnurcn  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Honored  by  MC  for  35  years  of  service  was  John  Legg  (left) ,  pro¬ 
fessor  and  head,  Chemistry  Dept.  Honored  for  25  years  of  service 
were  Jerry  Cannon,  professor,  Chemistry;  Ann  M.  Weill,  reference 
coordinator,  Library;  Cheryl  Moss,  director  of  cheerleaders;  Howell 
Todd,  president;  Charles  Davis,  professor,  Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy;  Emily  Fokeladeh,  assistant  professor.  Foreign  Languages. 


p.m.;  Glenn  Davis,  Sumrall, 
evangelist;  Rachel  McKay, 
Kosciusko,  music;  Rickey 
McKay,  pastor. 

Mt.  Carmel,  Edinburg:  June 
7-10;  7  p.m.  nightly;  James 
Young,  Philadelphia,  guest 
speaker;  Evelyn  Dodds,  music; 
Keith  Fulton,  pastor. 

Cascilla,  Cascilla:  June  12- 
14;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday, 
6  p.m.;  Terry  Easleys,  evange¬ 
list,  with  the  Easleys 
Evangelistic  Team  from  Terry; 
David  Sapp,  pastor. 


Glade,  Laurel:  June  28-July 
1;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  / 

Bm.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

anny  Lanier,  Little  Rock, 
evangelist;  Currie  Page,  Glade, 
music;  Mike  Thompson,  pastor. 


Honored  by  MC  for  1 5  years  of  service  were  (from  left)  Mary  Jean 
Padgett,  dean  of  the  School  of  Nursing;  Deborah  Trott  Pierce,  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  French;  Howell  Todd,  president;  Edward  J. 
Valente,  professor,  Chemistry;  Glenn  Worley,  Physical  Plant; 
William  G.  Nettles,  associate  professor,  Physics. 


-  •  cn 

■  ** 


Furrs,  Pontotoc:  June  7-12; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-rri.,  7  p.m.;  David 

Hamilton,  Verona,  evangelist; 
Randy  Wood,  Verona,  music; 
Walter  Simmons,  pastor. 


■06  specialized  review 
our  church  insurance'. 


IT  COULD  BE  PRICELESS. 


Every  Southern  Baptist  church  is  different  —  including 
yours.  The  only  way  to  truly  know  if  you’re  getting  the 
best  insurance  value  is  an  on-site  analysis  by  someone 
specializing  in  church  Insurance.  Church  Mutual  has 
specialized  in  insuring  churches  for  over  100  years. 

Today,  we  protect  more  churches  than  any  other 
insurance  company  in  America.  And  we  offer  an 
on-site  insurance  analysis  of  your  church  absolutely 
free.  Find  oat  if  you’re  getting  the  best  ■  i 

insurance  for  your  money.  Vllllf  141 A 

Call  Church  Mutual:  The  Specialist*  MlJ 1 1131  f  | 
800-554-2642  "«  •mcmiih’ 

C  1998  Ouch  Mutual  insurance  Compaq 


Honored  by  MC  for  15  years  of  service  were  (from  left)  Bill 
Townsend,  assistant  dean  for  Professional  Services,  School  of  Law; 
Tommie  H.  Carey;  Physical  Plant;  Charles  T.  Yancy,  equipment  man¬ 
ager,  Athletics;  Flowell  Todd,  president;  Stephen  D.  Cook,  assistant 
professor,  Art  ;  Clayton  J.  Jones,  Physical  Plant. 


7  Jesus  Christ 

•j^equests  the  9fonor/ 
of  Jour  (Presence 
in  (Heaven! 
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You  Can  Respond  Right 
Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 

Surgery,  Ambulance.  Call  today  for  free  information 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  —  r?  in 

High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc.  tlUllOll  insurance 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+)  Marketing 

□  Medicare  Supplement  PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods.  . 

Low  Rates!  SF  1-800-463-4348 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50%  C - • - * — 1 — - - 

on  prescription  \*°!''  ■■■'■■  •  !  f  • 

drugs!  □  Medicare  Supplement  under 

age  65  •  >  ir-  -=.  .*  •/  •  ;  • 
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Life  and  Work 

Unresolved  anger 

Gen.  4:2b-8;  Eph.  4:26-27, 31;  James  1:19-20 


Kevin  Hand 


God  desires  for  his  children  to 
grow  into  maturity  and  com¬ 
pleteness.  Unfortunately,  many 
Christians'  spiritual  growth  is 
hindered  by  sins  such  as  unre¬ 
solved  anger,  an  unforgiving 
spirit,  apathy,  and  self-centerea- 
ness.  Tne  four  lessons  of  June 
will  focus  on  believers'  recogniz¬ 
ing  and  overcoming  hindrances 
to  their  spiritual  growth.  This 
week  we  examine  tne  hindrance 
of  unresolved  anger. 

Causes  of  anger  (Gen.  4:2b- 
5).  Cain  and  Abel  brought  free¬ 
will  offerings  to  the  Lord.  God 
responded  favorably  to  Abel's 
offering,  but  did  not  receive 
Cain's  offering  with  favor. 
Hebrews  11:4  seems  to  suggest 
that  Abel's  faith  was  the  basis 
of  this  preference.  Because 


God  rejected  Cain's 

offering,  Cain 

became  "very 

angry"  and  "his  face  Hand 

was  downcast"  (v. 

5).  His  hot  anger  was  obvious 
in  his  countenance. 

While  resentment,  jealousy, 
and  rejection  generated  Cain’s 
anger,  our  anger  can  have 
numerous  other  sources.  Part  of 
resolving  anger  includes  identi¬ 
fying  its  causes.  Generally,  our 
anger  is  the  result  of  feeling 
that  our  personal  rights  have 
been  violated.  We  excuse  our 
anger  because  we  feel  it  is  justi¬ 
fied.  We  mistakenly  think  that 
because  someone  has  hurt  us, 
offended  us,  maligned  us,  or 
taken  advantage  of  us,  we 
deserve  to  be  angry. 

,  IS  it  ever  possible  to  have  a 
valid,  correct  anger?  Yes.  An 


I  example  of  righteous 
anger  is  Jesus'  cleansing 
the  temple.  His  holy 
indignation  was  directed 
against  sin  and  was  not 
vindictive  or  malicious. 
Our  problem  is  that  we 
usually  become  angry 
over  tne  wrong  dungs. 

Caution  against  anger 
(Gen.  4:6-8).  God  asked 
Cain  the  reason  he  was 
angry  and  warned  of  the  seri¬ 
ous  threat  that  Cain's  anger 
posed  to  him.  The  sin  that 
’'crouched"  at  Cain's  door 
wanted  to  "have"  him  (v.  7). 
This  word  picture  helps  us 
understand  that  anger  is  like  a 
predator,  poised  to  ambush  and 
dominate  its  prey.  Despite 
God's  warning,  Cain  allowed 
sin  to  control  him,  and  his  unre¬ 
solved  anger  built  to  explosive 
intensity.  He  attacked  and 
killed  nis  own  brother  as  a 
result  of  uncontrolled  anger. 

Anger  is  just  one  letter  short 
of  "danger/'  In  fact,  nurtured 
anger  poses  severe  dangers:  it 
harms  a  person's  relationship 


to  God,  escalates  to  further  sin 
and  violence,  affects  other  peo¬ 
ple,  and  adversely  impacts  die 
person  who  is  angry.  Anger 
left  unchecked  will  turn  into 
wrath  and  bitterness.  Like 
Cain,  when  anger  is  in  our 
heart,  sin  is  at  our  door. 
Therefore,  Christians  need  to 
control  their  anger. 

Consequences  of  anger 
(James  1:19-20).  Christians 
should  be  slow  to  become 
angry  because  anger  is  destruc¬ 
tive.  It  destroys  families  and 
friendships.  Anger  also 
destroys  the  one  harboring 
anger.  Someone  once  defined 
anger  as  "an  acid  that  can  do 
more  harm  to  the  vessel  in 
which  it  is  stored  than  to  any¬ 
thing  on  which  it  is  poured." 

James  points  out  another 
consequence  of  anger:  it  does 
not  produce  the  righteous  life 
God  wants  for  nis  people. 
Because  anger  prevents 
Christians  from  developing  a 
lifestyle  that  reflects  God's 
character,  they  are  to  resist 
becoming  angry. 


Constructive  approach  to 
resolving  anger  (Eph.  436-27, 
31).  Paul's  instruction  to  "not  let 
the  sun  go  down  while  you  are 
still  angry"  is  a  warning  to  deal 
with  anger  quickly.  The  "anger" 
(Gk.  orge,  w.  26,  31,  NIV)  Paul 
referred  to  carries  die  idea  of  a 
settled  disposition,  while  "rage" 
(Gk.  thumos,  v.  31,  NTV)  referred 
to  a  sudden  outburst  of  temper 
that  flared  and  quickly  sub¬ 
sided.  The  Greek  word  translat¬ 
ed  "angry"  in  v.  26  (NIV)  means 
a  violent  irritation  expressed  by 
hiding  oneself,  by  angry  looks, 
by  harmful  words,  and  by 
inconsiderate  actions. 

Paul  warns  that  when  believ¬ 
ers  do  not  resolve  their  anger, 
they  give  the  devil  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  gain  a  place  or  foothold 
in  theirlives.  Therefore,  believ¬ 
ers  are  to  resolve  anger  quickly 
to  repel  the  devil.  They  are  to 
remove  all  bitterness,  rage,  and 
anger  from  their  lives,  and  prac¬ 
tice  kindness,  compassion,  and 
forgiveness  (w.  31,32). 

‘ Hand  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Magee.. 


Explore  the  Bible 

The  salvation  God  provides 

1  Peter  1:1-12 


By  William  H.  Sims,  III 

H.  H.  Hover  penned  these 
words;  "I  have  an  insurance  policy 
written  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
sealed  by  the  cross  of  Jesus, 
redeemable  wherever  I  am!  The 
company  will  never  go  bankrupt, 
it  is  bonded  by  God’s  promise  true; 
it  will  keep  every  word  of  it’s  con¬ 
tract,  exactly  what  it  says  it  will 
do."  Salvation,  what  greater  sub¬ 
ject  for  every  soul  to  study. 

Introduction  (1:1-2)  Peter,  a 
chosen  apostle,  sent  words  of 
hope  to  Christ's  chosen  people 
scattered  throughout  northern 
Asia  Minor.  Peter  wrote  this  let¬ 
ter  in  63  or  64  A.  D.  during  the 
reign  of  Nero,  under  wnose 
cruel  hand  Peter  eventually  suf¬ 


fered  martyrdom.  In 
speaking  of  them  as 
"scattered,”  Peter  used 
a  word  referring  to  Sims 
Jews  who  lived  out  of 
Palestine.  The  term  "elect"  (v.  2) 
also  was  used  by  the  Jews  in  the 
Old  Testament  to  express  the 
fact  that  God  had  selected  them  j 
as  his  people.  Chosen,  refers  to  i 
something  special  God  has  done  i 
to  and  for  us.  The  foreknowl-  i 
edge  of  God  refers  to  more  than 
God's  knowing  a  fact,  it  includes  < 
the  special  relationship  with  his  < 
people.  God  knew  they  would  i 
live  as  aliens  in  a  hostile  setting  1 
of  Asia  Minor.  Thus,  the  Holy 
Spirit  prepares  us  for  service.  1 
Sprinkled  blood  refers  to  the  < 
sacrificial  death  of  Jesus  Christ.  ] 


Peter  denotes  in  all  three 
members  of  the  Trinity 
how  salvation  is  made 
possible.  People  cannot 
produce  salvation;  they 
can  only  receive  Jesus 
through  faith  in  God. 

Salvation:  Made 

secure  by  God's  power 
(13-5)  In  verses  3-5  Peter 
i  offered  praise  to  God  for 
the  mercy  God  demon¬ 
strated  for  spiritual  birth.  Peter 
affirmed  that  through  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  Jesus  we 
have  this  regeneration.  This 
resurrection  offered  invigorat¬ 
ing  hope.  The  term  "blessed” 
expresses  thanks  to  God.  The 
"mercy"  of  God  describes  his 
eternal  compassion.  The 
expression  "hath  begotten  us 
again"  describes  total  change  in 
those  who  have  turned  to  Jesus. 
The  inheritance  is  eternal  life,  a 
life  untouched  by  death,  doom 
or  defeat.  No  one  can  rob  God's 
people  of  their  salvation.  Peter 


continued  to  offer  hope  by 
sharing  that  whatever  we  face, 
Jesus  will  hold  us  up. 

Salvation:  That  sustains 
earthly  trials  (1:6-9)  In  this  sec¬ 
tion  Peter  reminded  the  readers 
that  they  could  rejoice  even 
through  trials.  Trials  are  only  for 
awhile,  and  they  teach  us  to  total¬ 
ly  depend  cm  Jesus.  Trials  may 
worsen,  but  Jesus  will  never 
allow  his  children  to  be 
destroyed.  We  may  be  knocked 
down,  but  not  knocked  out  Peter 
shared  how  through  fire  our  faith 
in  God  would  endure.  God 
refines  us  through  trials,  and  we 
experience  a  hope  that  never 
goes  out  When  Jesus  returns  in 
glory,  God  will  bestow  honor  on 
those  who  have  been  purified  by 
trials.  Even  though  those  believ¬ 
ing  had  not  seen  Jesus,  they  loved 
him.  Despite  their  trials,  joy  was 
experienced.  The  response  of 
those  readers  allowed  them  to 
receive  their  goal  -  the  salvation 
of  their  souls. 


Salvation  Sought  by 
prophets  (1:10-12)  In  verses  10- 
12  Peter  indicated  that  the  Old 
Testament  prophets  made  an 
intense  search  to  discover  tire 
time  their  words  would  be  ful¬ 
filled.  The  prophets  awaited  to 
see  the  Messiah.  The  spirit  of 
Christ  within  these  prophets 
guided  them  in  their  search. 
Peter's  readers  were  enjoying 
the  benefits  which  the  prophets 
had  described.  The  good  news 
was  heralded  by  prophets;  and 
investigated  by  angels. 

The  greatest  gift  to  any  soul 
is  hearing  the  gospel  and 
accepting  Jesus  as  Lord  and 
Savior.Salvation  brings  joy,  life, 
hope,  and  an  internal  inheri¬ 
tance  that  fadeth  not  away.  As 
God's  people,  even  through  tri¬ 
als,  Goa  will  grant  us  his  power 
because  we  are  his  children. No 
trial  should  rob  us  of  our  hope 
and  joy  in  Jesus. 

Sims  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Pontotoc. 


Family  Bible  Series 

What  makes  life  worthwhile? 

Ecclesiastes  1:1-3;  2:1-4, 10-15;  4:1-3;  12:1, 13-14 


the  pleasures  of  this 
world  that  are  temporary 
and  are  not  fulfilling. 
Sometimes  these  plea¬ 
sures  get  out  of  our  con¬ 
trol  and  rain  down  on  us 
causing  us  to  "rust.” 
Solomon  tried  the 

Eleasures  of  the  world, 
ut  he  decided  that  they 
ms  were  meaningless. 

Pleasures  such  as  wealth, 
can  never  fill  our  hearts  because 
they  are  of  this  world.  We  should 
not  try  to  gain  riches  of  this  world 
but  try  to  gain  riches  for  Heaven. 
Furthermore,  a  good  relationship 
with  God  will  keep  us  from  "rust¬ 
ing''  in  our  daily  walk  with  him. 

Next,  the  Scarecrow  wanted 
a  brain  so  he  would  know  the 
answers  to  many  questions. 
Many  people  strive  to  have 
wisdom.  Education  is  a  neces¬ 
sary  part  of  our  lives  helping  us 
to  find  out  where  are  talents 
are.  Other  people  do  not  care 
about  being  wise.  They  spend 


pieasi 
rid  that ; 


Nancie  E.  Simmons 


As  a  child  1  loved  to  watch 
the  classic  movie  "The  Wizard 
of  Oz."  As  I  think  back  on  this 
childhood  favorite,  I  see  a 
deeper  meaning.  Dorothy,  the 
Tin  Man,  the  Scarecrow,  and  the 
Cowardly  Lion  were  all  search¬ 
ing  for  something  to  make 
them  complete  and  satisfied. 

People  everyday  do  the  same 
thing.  We  skip  down  "the  Yellow 
Brick  Road"  of  life  searching  for 
things  to  fill  the  emptiness  in 
our  hearts.  Many  times  we 
already  have  all  the  elements 
needed  to  fill  this  void. 

In  the  movie  Dorothy’s  main 
goal  was  to  get  back  to  Kansas. 
That  was  all  she  wanted  to  do 


and  everywhere  she 
went  she  tried  to 
achieve  this  goal.  We  «  -rr, 
sometimes  set  goals  for  Simmons 
ourselves  that  become 
all-consuming.  We  believe  if  we 
reach  this  goal,  ourselves,  we  will 
find  happiness.  It  is  not  fulfilling 
and  we  always  want  more. 

Solomon  stated  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Ecclesiastes  that  all  the 
work  we  do  "under  the  sun"  is 
meaningless  and  without  gain. 

The  words  tojujtice  in  this  pas¬ 
sage  are  "urjder  the  sun."  We 
should  be  seeking  God  who  is 
"above  the  sun."  He  will  help  us 
get  "home." 

The  Tin  Man  wanted  a  heart 
so  he  could  feel  emotions  such 
as  happiness.  Many  people  try 


their  time  doing  foolish  things. 

Solomon  decided  to  seek 
wisdom.  This  wisdom  did  not 
fulfill  him  and  soon  he  realized 
he  would  receive  the  same  fete 
as  the  foolish  man.  We  will  all 
be  judged  by  God  no  matter  if 
we  decide  to  be  wise  or  foolish. 
Being  wise  is  doing  God's  will 
and  I  believe  it  is  the  best  way 
to  appear  before  the  judgment 
seat  of  Christ! 

Lastly,  the  Cowardly  Lion 
wanted  to  have  courage.  We 
sometimes  strive  for  power  just 
so  we  can  tell  others  what  to 
do.  Often  the  loneliest  people  in 
the  world  are  those  in  positions 
of  power.  It  does  not  take 
courage  or  bravery  to  intimi¬ 
date  others  to  gain  power. 

Solomon  felt  as  though  there 
was  no  help  for  either  the 
oppressors  or  the  oppressed. 
He  decided  that  the  best  solu¬ 
tion  for  them  was  death  or 
never  even  being  bom  so  they 
would  never  have  to  experi¬ 


ence  the  sin  of  this  world.  God 
wants  us  to  have  the  courage  to 
live  our  lives  according  to  his 
will  even  in  a  sin-filled  world. 

When  Dorothy,  the  Tin  Man, 
the  Scarecrow,  and  the  Cowardly 
Lion  all  reached  the  Great  Oz, 
they  discovered  that  their  trip 
"over  the  Yellow  Brick  Road"  was 
meaningless.  The  Great  Oz  was 
only  a  little  man  behind  a  curtain. 
We  will  never  have  to  face  disap¬ 
pointment  such  as  this  with  God. 

The  characters  also  discovered 
that  they  had  the  things  they 
were  looking  for  all  along.  This  is 
true  in  all  of  us.  God  is  not  "some¬ 
where  over  the  rainbow,  way  up 
high."  He  is  there  waiting  for  us 
to  ask  him  to  fill  the  void  in  our 
hearts.  We  must  establish  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God  and  obey  his 
commandments.  This  will  make 
our  lives  worthwhile  until  we 
find  our  way  "home." 

Simmons  teaches  music  at  Harper 
McCaughan  Elementary  and  is  a 
member  of  First  Church,  Gulfport. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
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COUNCIL  ON  ACCREDITATION 
OF  SERVICES  FOR  FAMILIES 
AND  CHILDREN  INC 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many 
groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medi¬ 
um.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been 
special  to  our  special  friends. 
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Ms.  Mazie  G.  Lever 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifford  R.  Redding 
The  Review  Club 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  N.  Templeton 
Dorothy  Maxvrdl  LofUn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jeny  L.  Loftin 
Mrs.  J.D.  Dot  Lott 
Mr.  H.  C.  Clearman 
Mary  Ann  Regan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Freddy  Roberts 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  BUI  Wilson 
Mary  Lou  Lott  A  Ann  Lott  Denton 
Chris  Loyd 
Mrs.  Claudia  Cage 

TrarLXaai  .  _ _ — 

Mr.  A  Mr*  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 

Japs  Clark  Mabaa.  II 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Criswell  Jr. 

Mri.  Brste  Manning 

M*;  At  Mrs.  Bot^y  L  Kirk 

a  Mt  _  rifr-de - are  .1 

(vine  nsenmn  nvaran 
Mt~ft  Mrs.  Robert  A-  Smith 
Mrs.  M:  D.  Mnaary 
Mr.  A  Mvs.  Russell  Thomas 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Mrs.  Mary  Y  Womack 
Mrs.  Glenda  Faye  Hardy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  N.  Covington 
Glenda  Ruth  Hargrove 
Ms.  Shirley  S  Keith 
Mr.  Jack  P.  Harper 


Stephanie,  an  8th  grader  and  resident  at  the 
Farrow  Manor  campus  in  Independence,  has  been 
selected  as  a  varsity  cheerleader  at  Independence 
High  School  for  the  1 998-99  school  year. 


Uriel  Headria 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hugh  E.  Linder 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  C.  E.  Holland 

Mr.  A  Mrs  C.  F  Wadsworth 


Mr.  A  Mis.  Henry  LeRoaen 
Betty  C.  Htadaon 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Hannan  L.  Dnngan  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  K.  Robbins 


Mrs  Don  Woodruff 
G.  P.  A  Lecnn  Keabry 
Mr  A  Mrs  Albert  E  Keahey 
Mr  Sanford  Keith 
Nora  A  Virginia  Langford 
Mr.  Look  Kelly 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  E  Speake 
Mr.  Tore  ketcham 
Fellowship  SSC  Ingomar  BC 
Mrs.  Reafc  Klmhr.il 
Janice  Metbvin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Paul  Robinson 


Trinity  Baptist  Church,  Fulton,  hosted  a  weekend  of  fellowship  and  recreation  for  the  Farrow 
Manor  campus.  The  BCV  residents  joined  Trinity  in  their  morning  worship  service. 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  T.  Wade  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrv  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.  S.  Bowering 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wilton  W.  Nolan 
Mrs.  Guta  McCulloch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Chester  N.  Herrington 
Mr.  Joe  McDonald 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wilbur  C.  Shell 
Fannie  McEJwrath 
Mrs.  Kathryn  lambry 
Mrs.  Allan  McGehee 
Darlene  Nations.  Kenny  Ir  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  C.  Newman  Sr. 
Bruton  McKinley 
Mrs.  Annette  M.  Fortenberry 
Emtna  McNeil 
Mrs  Dm  WoodrufT 
CyatMa  McQnaan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Johnny  M.  Fox 
Mrs  Ladle  Mae  Meltca 
Graeber  Brothels,  Inc. 

Mr  A  Mrs  David  While  A  Matthew 
Gladys  Mills 

Lynn.  Robert.  Breaks  A  Candace  King 

Jamie  Mitchell 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Mu  H.  Walton 
Mt.  Bessie  May  Wells 
Leslie.  Lara.  A  Man 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.  S.  Bowering 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Neal  Clinltacales 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herbert  Herman 
Mrs.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifton  Porter 
Ms  Alona  M.  Smith 
Mr  J.  L.  Williams 
Lewis  Floyd,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  Scott 
Bennie  (Sonny)  Floyd  Floyd 
Ms.  Sarah  E.  Jones 
William  B.  Ford.  Jr. 

Mis.  Betty  B.  Ford 
Arils  Fulton 
Mrs  Robbie  Goodson 
Mbs  F.lva  Gardner 
Mrs  J.  W  Strong 
Ann  Garrison 
Ms.  Ruth  R.  Ferguson 
Una  Gaskin 
Mrs.  W.  E  Clements 
Algri  Gibson 
Mrs.  C.  M  Riley 
Janies  H.  Gilbreath 
Ms.  Roberta  Alexander 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  W  Tilloison 
Keenagert.  Immanuel  BC 
Mrs.  Marks  Gladney 
Everett  S.  Cole  Jr. 

Mr.  Ray  Glare 
Mr  A  Mrs  J  M  Smiley 
Mr.  Horace  Cadkald 
James  T..  Marjorie  A  Jacki  Hi 
Julia  A  Avia  Louise  Mullins 


Joshua,  age  10,  enjoys  his  visit  to  Trinity 
Baptist  Church. 


(L-R)  David  Aultman,  Larry  Brown,  Brotherhood 
director,  and  Ed  Nixon,  area  administrator  for/ The 
Baptist  Children's  Village  North  Mississippi 
Campuses,  enjoy  good  coffee  and  conversation. 


Mrs.  Patricia  “Patty"  Denson  Kirby 
Mr.  John  H.  Bethune  Jr. 

Mn.  Doris  D.  Burtchett 
Ms.  Maty  Horowitz 
Music  Ministry  Momson  Heights  BC 
Mary  Frank  Kirkpatrick 
Annie  Pearl  A  Patricia  Triplett 
Mrs.  Sammie  Lang 
Bunker  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Mary  B.  Langham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lamar  E.  Arthur 
Mrs.  Fred  (Mary)  Langham 
Cornelia  McCulley 
Ms.  Dorothy  Pitts 
Miss  Mildred  L  Perkins 

V.  J.  Langlots 
Mr  A  M re.  Garry  Randall 
mrs.  rrancu  i-auoeraaH* 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harvey  Davis 
Mrs.  Lorene  Lewis 
Mrs.  J.  Wesley  Miller 
Mrs.  Mary  Lewis 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Hugh  L.  Poole 
Theda  Lindsey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Rodney  Bevill 
Mary  Lee  Young  Link 
Tinsley  Baptist  Church  t  ( 

Chris  Lloyd 
Mr  A  Mrs  David  Fur# 

Mrs.  C A.  Hardin  ,  u 

wr.  cnanci  w.  notmes 
Mn  Thomas G.  Ketth 
GRarlia.  Polly  A  Bed,  Morrow 
Roy  A  Terri  Schilling  -.  ,  , 

i  Mn.  Don  Schilling 
Christopher  ARaa  Lloyd 
.  Mas.  Jack  Newaon 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Warren 

D.  A.  Moore 
Mr  A  Mrs  T.  A.  Wain 
Hoad  J.  Morton 
Mrs.  Lynn  S.  Ware 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  Sauls 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ralph  L  Carroll 
Mr.  A.  Moseley 
Mary  Ann  Regan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Freddy  Roberts 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bill  Wilson 
Erica  Mullins 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  Bridges 
Mrs.  Erie  MoNins 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Donald  K  Robbins 
ScoM  Napier 

Mn.  Kay  Coltunu  Davenport 

J.  B.  Nelson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Warren 

Lula  Nkbori 

Wade  A  Lovie  McGlodiin 

Mr.  Join  O'Gwynn 
Mr.  W.  D.  Gordon 
Robert  Earl  OK 
Mr.  Dadley  Williamson 
Mrs  Mary  Rath  Overby 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  Richard  Young  Jr. 
Row  Owen 

Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  C.  Carpenter 

Mm  Urea  alia  ire  Paisa  . . 
iwirn.  Denim  riimo 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Everett  S.  Cole  Jr. 
Mn.  Brownie  L.  Pedro 
Mrs.  F_  G.  Palmer 
-  Crehsrme  McNeill 
Mr  A  Mrs  E  O.  Van  De  vender 
Audrey  Par l rib 
Ms.  Margaret  C.  Sims 


*< 


Indonesia  violence  stops; 


uncertain 


JAKARTA,  Indonesia  (ABP)  —  The  res¬ 
ignation  of  Indonesia's  president  ended  a 
week  of  rioting  in  the  world's  fourth-largest 
nation,  but  observers  adopted  a  wait-and- 
see  attitude  about  whether  a  new  leader 
will  bring  stability  and  how  leadership 
changes  will  affect  a  large  Christian  minor¬ 
ity  in  the  predominantly  Muslim  land. 


Parks  said  individual  missionary  fami-  The  worker  said  there  is  a  strong  move- 
lies  were  allowed  to  decide  for  themselves  ment  to  make  Indonesia  a  religious  state, 
whether  to  leave  or  stay.  "CBF  personnel  which  would  hinder  work  among 
assigned  to  the  unreached  people  groups  Christians. 

in  this  nation  value  your  prayers  for  them  About  10%  of  Indonesia's  200  million 
and  appeal  for  prayers  for  this  nation  and  citizens  are  Christians.  While  past  riots 
her  people,"  said  Parks,  who  served  as  a  have  targeted  churches,  recent  violence 
missionary  in  Indonesia  from  1954  to  1968.  was  aimed  at  ethnic  Chinese,  who  com- 
Other  missions  organizations  took  simi-  prise  about  5%  of  the  population  but  own 
lar  precautions,  according  to  Evangelical  70%  of  the  nation's  wealth. 

Press.  New  Tribes  Missions  evacuated  all  Still,  religious  fervor  fueled  die  violence  as 
missionaries  from  the  capital  city  of  Jakarta  Muslim  rioters  shouted  "Allah  is  great" 
into  other  parts  of  Indonesia,  while  some  while  looting  and  burning  shopping  malls. 
Church  Missionary  Society  workers  chose  restaurants,  and  banks,  one  witness  reported, 
to  remain  in  Indonesia  despite  the  turmoil.  The  rioters  believed  God  was  honored 
Widespread  celebration  followed  by  their  attack  on  Chinese  scapegoats, 
Indonesian  President  Suharto's  May  21  res-  many  of  whom  are  Christians,  Evangelical 
ignation,  ending  32  years  of  autocratic  rule.  Press  quoted  a  source  as  saying. 

The  nation's  problems  are  far  from  over.  The  riots  were  sparked  by  austerity 
however,  observers  say.  Under  opposition  measures  taken  by  the  Suharto  govem- 
pressure,  new  president  B.J.  Habibie  ment  and  the  May  12  killing  of  six  univer- 
pledged  to  hold  elections  "as  soon  as  pos-  sity  students  by  police, 
sible,"  rather  than  attempting  to  serve  out  Officials  say  more  than  500  people  died 
the  remaining  five  years  of  Suharto's  term,  in  a  looting  and  arson  spree.  At  least  56 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph  D 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


When  I  see  a  certain  church  turn  them  over  to  God,  who 
leader,  1  have  vague  flashbacks  can  reveal  the  truth  and  dis- 
that  something  happened  solve  the  anxieties  in  your 
between  him  and  me  when  I  was  world. 
very  young.  How  can  l  find  out 
whats  going  on  in  my  head? 

My  ten-year-old  seems  to  steal 
The  issues  you  are  con-  for  the  thrill  of  it.  How  do  I  deal 
fronting  may  turn  out  to  be  with  this  problem? 
very  difficult  and  cannot  be 

thoroughly  addressed  in  this  Such  misbehavior  in  chil- 
column.  Therefore,  you  dren  is  a  cry  for  attention.  A 
should  seek  Christian  coun-  good  question  to  ask  yourself 
seling  to  help  sort  out  these  is,  “Why  is  this  happening 
memories.  now?"  Closely  observe  your 

Because  your  memories  are  child  to  understand  what  is 
understandably  vague,  coun-  happening  in  his  life  —  at 
seling  can  help  ensure  that  home  and  school,  with 
you  are  recalling  the  right  friends,  what  he's  watching 
person  and  not  just  the  image  on  television,  who  he  wants  to 
of  someone  who  seemed  to  impress,  the  items  he  steals, 
you  at  the  time  to  be  a  leader,  wnat  he's  doing  with  the 
That's  not  to  imply  your  stolen  items,  and  so  on. 
memories  are  invalid.  Taking  Spend  time  with  your 
time  to  discover  the  truth  child.  In  these  prepubescent 
behind  these  memories  will  years,  he  may  be  thnlled  with 
give  you  freedom  to  move  on,  stealing  and  not  understand 
and  may  also  help  avoid  an  why.  He  may  be  exploring  just 
unnecessary  or  embarrassing  how  far  he  can  go  or  now 
confrontation.  much  he  can  get  away  with. 

You  should  not  minimize  Your  child  is  calling  out  to 
feelings  that  are  very  real  to  you.  Step  into  his  world  and 
you.  Begin  Christian  counsel-  find  out  what's  going  on. 
mg,  ana  study  2  Cor.  10:5.  Don't  rant  and  rave;  consis- 
Pray  that  you  will  be  able  to  tent  prayer  and  a  calm 
take  every  thought  captive  in  approach  to  this  problem  can 
order  to  make  it  obedient  to  lead  to  a  deeper  relationship 
Christ.  Test  your  thoughts  and  between  the  two  of  you. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LiftAnswers  do  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530. 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1998 


FD  LAKT  PU  RCZP  LAML 


PU  XZIU  LAU  HAKXJYUC 


ZV  BZJ,  PAUC  PU  XZIU 


BZJ,  MCJ  RUUW  AKT 


HZGGMCJGUCLT. 


VKYTL  QZAC  VKIU:  LPZ 


Clue: 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exerc  ise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  First  Peter  Two 
Twenty. 


your  counseling  needs. 
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